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ftIEXT MEETING :

At the last rneeting of the
decided to eiect a corrrrnittee
fee-

ACT Herpetological Association it rnras
and to cl:arge an annual rnernbership

Tlie next meet ing witl be on :-

THURSDAY, 25ED APRIL, 1987 AT 7:00 PM

The business rneeting will start at 7:OO pm and the general rneeting
and talk w'ill start at 8:OO prn.

Tl:e business rneeting should only be attended by those people
wishing to be norninated and elected to act orr the committee.
Positions likely to be elected are - President, Secretary/Editor, arrd
Treasurer.

MEMBEtr.SHIP FEES :

It has become necessary to charge an annual mernbership fee to
cover printing, and postage costs. The fee w"iII be $S.OO for an adult
rnernber and $a.OO for students and pensioners. These fees wilt
becorne due frorn ist July, 1987 . A subscription forrn will be
includ€ci with tlTe-\ruilt NeWslette-r at:d your merribersl:ip fee may
be paid at tFre meeting or forwarded to the Treasurer by post.

TALK FOR NEXT MEETIHG :

Dr. Arthur Georges, who rnras unable to giwe his scheduled talk for
the last rneeting, will nCIr,.'r give his talk on "The Warradjan
Australia's Most Unusual Turtle" at the next rneeting on April 25rd.

I would like to thank Mr. Hank ,-Ienkins for giving his excellent and
inforrnatiwe talk on relocating crododiles in the Norttrern Teritory,
at suctr short notice last month. Thanks again, Hanh.



FEOGRAM FCIIE THE YEAR :

We hawe decided to }:old eur n-le€ting:' on alternate 4th Wednesday
and Thi-:rsday nights to ailow as rrlanlr rnembers as possih'Ie to
attend. To avoid cCInfu$icln I have prepared the following prograryl
for the rest of the year :*

AF,RIL
MAY
JUNE
.iilt Y
AUGUST
SEFTEMBEP.
OCTOBER
NCVIMBER
fiECEMBER

rLTTENMA}{CE BSOH :

Hope tei see a go*d attendance
electing our cornrnittee

..i .l rE+'7^--..--* J*''vl---

{sr-rE ruil*R}
Aeting SecretarylEditor

35 Elringtori Street
BRAIDWOOT NSW 2622
Fhr:ne : (work) 801617

{hon:e} 048142243e

fl Just'$naked out

THLIRSAAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
WEDhIESNAY
THURSNAY
WEDNESDAY
sRT} THURSNAY

23RD
27TH
25TH
}?LIT]

27TH
25H"L'
22NI}
?STH
rTTii

\- Fror:-r ou.r next rneeting an attendance booh vrill be passed'arourrd,
This rarill give an idea af !:ov"" rrlany people attend er.rr rneetings.
Irlease i:elE t,y n:aking sur€ you sign thE baoli during the cour-se c'f
the errening

U,{
LOST

at the next rneeting wl:en we v"ill be

D Snake's alive
T)YE. the missing North Quee!:slarrl c::'
I- pet python. hai been found - Sec:c'.r;:
r|ithin the ventilation si'steni of a c:aih.-r
dryer nexi door to his Nori,h Adelaide hoi:e .

}{ii relieved ox'ner. Penelcpe Horn' h:s
oilered her neighbors a reu'ard - d:nner at
the Snake Citarmer restaurant.

H fsJilnfJ.i"T',-x., I3;-: fl:1,1:but he's _very actir.e tn trre oepins;iiil!
}g!t and ea.ts ordymic". H" iii"o -*ti*ilong, very slim and prettil), patterneO-in
Iemon-yellow, ol.ive green. navy blue andcark - brown and aitiquarian - 

roir.ierii,iPenelope-Horn is worrieri *itlels ffJ;;Hi
gne m.ay harrn hinr because tre'. a inal,e.'ii:fact, Pye.,is a- genue t.to"f, er;iihr;jc+rpet python lost, stolen or stiayed froni
-C^f!{gir streel. North Adetaide. }i.s ri;;.
J223-5066, a.h 26? r5s8r 5s5 gy,f;"h*,i';';,;:
ruI. rb years and says he s vulnerable to cais.cats, humans and . . . she's bereft 

"llU,ii,intm.



&ilrs ffauFrrrn 0tuurg
lv{arch 27. 1987

ur herpetoloffififf"'""t'
of his blue-iongue lizards yesterday. He discovered a two-headed lizard
among some new-borns on Saturday [See Paspalum Flace. - Page 2J.

One of our junior members,
Paul Scanlan , of Red Hill,
made an exci tinqf find i
his lizard enclosur€ d .-.
few weeks ago. One of
his Common Blue Tongue
lizards gave birth to a
litter of B babies, one
of which has two heads
and five legs.

For those who missed the
article in the Canberra
Times I have copied it on
the opposite page.
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To follow up the artict e
about Paul Scanlanrs
two headed lizard, here
is ancther bizarre
story, this time of a
two headed Python in
Amerlca, which appeared
i-n "People" magazine
two years ago.

ffiffiffiilffi

organs. He is glanning ta X-ray tha.snake to check;
Medusa measures less tdan 30cm, but could grow up to 1.2m.

Ron Mqgill
gels lo know the

tso.heoded snoke-

WgfnES A snake Miami, Florida, that couid wett head off in two
# direclions af once.
ln fact, the ball python is really a "bi-thon" - rt has two heads.
Named Medusa, the rare snake was a gift from Ghana far Mario Tabraue, the

owner ol a Miami rarc-reptile import company. He says he has never seen anything
trke it.

A Miami zoo animal handler, Ron Magilf, ls a/so impressed.
"fhrs is realty bizarre. l've never in my Ue seen anyihing tike this,,, he said, as he

iet Medusa (sex unknown) col its two heads around his thumb ti?e the caduceus,
the symbol ol the meXial professlon.

He thinks Medusa, about two months'old, is probably a Siamese snake. Both
heads have been seen to eat mice, and thare see/'n lo be two sets of interna!

},



PO BOX 88
BUNGENDORE N8\^, 262?.

VETERINARY REPOF,T ON A CHILDRENS PYTHON WHICH
STONE

BY HONEY P.TNER B.V.Se (Hons)

A J.oung Childrens Py.thon (Liasis Chitdreni) aged
presented for examination rnrith trrvo problems.

SWALLOWED A

about 9 raonths \ras

\-

\-

Firstly she rnras undersized for her age, being about 12 inches long rather
than an ldeal 18 lnches; she had shed only trarlce slnce acqulsitlon 7 months
prerriously, and then only in patchee.

Her habit r ras to refuse all food except skinks, vrhich rnay harrt
contributed to a recurrent parasite problern despite regular urorrning. The
farniliar problem of captiwity stress possibly played a part.

We also eonsidered chronic lo'ur-grade dehydration, as a small snake has a
very large surface area in relation to body mass, and is far more subJect
to detrydration than the larger anirnal. Increased hurnidification of cage
and foliage'was recommended.

Her gecored problern was an interesting large bulge about one ttrird of trer
length from the lread, apparently appearlng suddenly, about a month
prerriously. It raras clearly a foreign ohject in her stonraeh, and x-ray
revealed vrrhat rnzas almost certainly a flattish stone about O.75 cm across.
It seemed relatively painless, though the snake had to slightty aceommodate
her rnowernents to its tnass.

It rrtras obwiously far too large to rernowe $1 rnedical rneans suctr as a dose
ol paraffin oil; and there \Aras a risk in leawing her to grorar, as it uras
Iikely to pass prematurely from ttre stomactr and cause an acute lntestinat
obstruction. Surgical remowal rnras indicated-

Ttre snake \ ras anaesthetlsed 'rnrith its I'ead in a closed box nrrtth oxygen,
halothane and nitrous oxide, and a srnall inwerted L-Bloek w'ith local
anaesthetie placed around the surgical site in case of premature raraking.
A pararnedian body rnrall incision allornred cornplete exteriorisation of the
stornactt; the stone uras rernowed, and ttre storrrach and body urall repaired
rulth 6.O sllk sutures. Ttre snake v\ras -welghed (lO gsr"; and glven OO2 ml
Chlorarniptrenicol lM into ttre tail, and O.Ol rnl Penbritin intraperitoneally.

To our great disappointment Lacey dld not recover consclousness, and soon
after surgery stopped lrcr slo\rv breathing anrd died. Thls I aEcrlbe to eny
one or comblnation of several factors :-



(p) There r.yas er,ridence of inflammation of the Etomach r*rall and
abdorninal cavity lining, contrihuting to "surgical shock".

(c) The rninute scale of tlre operatlon -dsrnanded an extrerne delicacy
r.vhich lras difficult to aehiewe rarith norrnal surgical instrurnents -
horarer,rer I rarould not iresitate to de it again.

{a) Tha question of anaesthesia. It is wery easy to rnanipulate depth
of anaesthesia in a closed box, using variable concentration and
florar rate. Hornrerrer, it is v?ry difficrrlt to rnonitor depth of
anaesttresia. In rnarrrrnals rare can count on the fairly rapid rate
of breathing to "blor / off " excess halottrane quickly frcm the
lungs; an ana€sthetised =nake horarever breathes vzry slorrzly,
and retains a breath in the iungs for a lengthy period of time.
Thus even rnrhen anaesttresia is removed, if tt.e snake hae had'a
little too rnuch, it cannot =irnply bloqr it off and surface quickly.

ln retrospect, three useful cansiderations arose frorrr the axparience :-

l. Berarare of srnall srnooth stones in cages. Soft detritus and bark
rnay rnake a safer enrrironrnent-

2. If your snake has a funny look - have it checked over quickly,
bsfore gastritis or peritonitiE tras set in-

3. I think rnrith such a srnail snake {ten grarns!} , in future I r,vould.
use :r rninutely rneasltred dose of Ketarnine intra,rnuscula.rly
lor anaesthesia, rather tlran Halothane. Tlre advantage of
Halothane is rapid recsrrery of consciousness, as ccrnpared ta a
lengthy period of anxiety :r/ith Ketamine. But siornr recowery has
to be better than th.e risk of no recovery-

Lastly, I rarould not hesitate ts try such an aperation again. 'Ihe actual
:r-r,r8ery, t}.ougtr rattrer rnicrascopic, llras tidy and net dif ficult to
accornplish. Success rrray corlle rrtor€ easily -r,rrith a healthier patient, and.
rninutely measured anaesthesia.

{slgneo} Honey Pyner

X3 iHarch, 1987
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Anmofious from l{etcctle

Aftsr unsucrrssfully ottemptlng to loqlly obtoln oltlnr a malo carpet python or
a tsmole dlomorxl pytrlon. I (Elffi to att6{npt crB-brdln{ my 2 metro long

molc dlomord gytltfrt ond 2.5 motro lorp fomalo rgat ryttm. Iho result ros
the &posltlm o( 25 egs. of whldt 20 :ora cvmtualty b Pt t.

Iho tro gnelee rra hCIJsod tryttrr ln co lrtror/out&or cqn feility, on c
yu round bris. lh ottrer sn*,os rere topt ln tlr fclllty.

I first obsorved tho snokre matlrg on tho I tth of Argrst ( 1965). then on the

6th of Septsnbsr. m<! Ilnclly on lho 26ti 0f Segt8mD€r. ltottoos Eure{, tn o
hi& box ogproximotcly 60un x 50crn, ord 50crr hlgh. Ihis hidc box ras
pclttoned ln tha'lnturs' half of tho cq. Ihe fomale slutghd her skin abqt a

msrth after tho flnol obsrved matlrp eplsd.

lbpim for the b€st. I provid a matre hlgh compct mound ln ono corner of the

ogtffi srctlm sf ttE cDtr. I flrst mtld tho fanalo carpet Mhon enter thc
mqrnd m the 20th of Octob€r - t { 6fie rernalnd thra m aod o{f - only leving
lo sunbata betreen 9 md I I odl mornlm- Ono mrnlng - 0o th€ 25rd of
l*ovcrnbr. I mtlcd thot sho apprd to lrco sllmnd wnl&robly, * I hd o

lok in ttc cornpost tup to flrd ttE clutctr of r:rly bid sggs - all but four vera
sttrct topttnr ln a slrple moss. TIP dlscltt<H fqrr rsre mt propsrty fs.mcd.
ond rrs gvsntual! &trmlrrd to bo ffi- Ihre rra 2l rc ln the maln
mei. Iho temperatura rlthln tho snpct mound rc 29 C.

On tt5 lst of Dffinbor I &ciffi to ratrlore the ery frun the femolo and

rtlflclalty lrn bot8 ttHn - malnly De0usa I lr plumlm lo moro n&Js8 Yery
sttrtly. lYlth ttE rcrnsvol o( tho 0ry, tho fernalo bunc rcstlcss and scarcfied

fr tu,rrs thrq4lt tt: unpost mqrnd fr ttn lct qp.

Ihe clutch wos pld lnto gt Efnpty .l lltre lca-crsn sltolnr to whidt rr
also # a mfiturc of vermlanllls md rater (l:l mlxtura W welght). lhis
l6ft ttr srtalrr o blt mro thrr holf fllld. I thon saald tho lca-creom
srtclrr and rr4pd tht srtcior ln rt cietrk bla*:t (l hdfl't sl tho

dl{ro,ns srd rtlcb U}, Jotn hmtgprnsry m cfix,tructlm dr lcljbitof ln RKA

Itbtttotlor r 12 d thot staf). lngrlatlqr woc wroppod rrund ttp clctrlc
blmkat md tlr lot rc ln turn pld lnto o crfird bor.

As ur oftrttu.$t, I &cl&d to rlg up o thrmototlc &vlco lo control thc
lrurbotlrp tempordura Thls msr't murntllp tha thermc|5tlc sn561^ lnsl6
tha lca-crur qrtallr rlthln tho vtrmlctlltc. ln thls multEf , I rr ablo to
iceg ttr irnrbcting tlrnpa'aturc falrly utstont at 50-51 C(l chcted it eiry
tlth c liprmsnctrc). lbrsrm, m IxE mlm ttE tcmpcrstura rdlng rr a

blt-tign - ot 5{ Cllhi{rt mrrd a( dort a rd bcfro hotcftittg

All but aE d ttp'gd offi hattu m tha lSth of Janury 19E5. Upon clnott.
inspetisr, lh. lgp ihd di&'t hrtcfi ra rottm - EBr 6 thc fq,r pravtonly
dlscord mE. Iho rvrry lmglh of the hotchllngs ro {3.5 cm (rrrtr
{2-{S). Batrsr tho 26th rxt Jlst of Janury. all of ttntouno iltrd tho
opqrc pho of tt: :tln slughlng prrcoss. sld thGy all rla4hd furlng tho
lollorlng thru dqp. lntrrestlngly, all sloughlng smmed to hare murcd mty
botwmn tho lturrs oI 6:00 Pll 6fid lO:00 Pll rprdless of rhlch 6y ttr/
:loughod. Tro of tho mrly tlarghod tuvcallcs mptd m-plnk nou! 0+!h
&splte all 20 beiq t.gt trytbr ln I natrs loo0 tank.
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NE}JS:
.....A three legged freshuater turtle (RED-EARED) is settllng lnto her ney
surroundlngs at Rainbov and Fairy Springs after belng found by an AA Offlcer
ln Tauranga last uronth. Oaly 20cn long, buE nith a strong kick and vicloug biEe,
the turEle is thought to have been i11ega11y ioported. Investigations are nou
undervay by the Rotorua offtce of the [Jild1ife Service, Ingernal Affalre.
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