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ACT Parks and Conservation Service ranger Mr Ross Bennett with a tiger snake

yesterday.

Most yard snakes just ‘passing through’

The ACT Parks and Conserva-
tion Service put on a brave face
yesterday to do a public relations
job for Canberra's snakes.

The officer in charge of the
wildlife and environment unit,
Dr Mike Braysher, said most
snakes in backyards were just
“passing through™ and were not
as dangerous as people thought.

And ranger Mr Ross Bennett
proved a point by having his
picture taken while stroking his
favourite tiger snake. “They're
just not into biting people,” he
said.

Both men, however, were
quick to point out that handling

snakes was for experis only and
that most people who had been
bitten in Canberra had been bit-
ten while trying to either kill or
touch snakes.

Dr Braysher said snakes pre-
ferred to avoid people and that
most Canberra vards which
backed on to grassland or hills
had probably had snakes wisit.
“Our advice is to leave them,
alone; don't try to kill them,”™ he
said.

“What people should do is
make their backyards unattrac-
tive to snakes by keeping grass
down and by not storing wood
against fences. Snakes will almost

always move off; if you try to kill
them then you are at threat.”

If a particularly persistent
snake was pestering 2 houschold
or was holed up in a garage or
shed, the conservation service
could be contacted on 462308,
Snakes were protected in the
ACT but a threat to personal
safety could be defence against
prosecution.

Most snakes in the suburban
area were brown snakes which
were extremely venomous and
very apgressive if cornered. If
someone was bitten, they should
apply a pressure bandage above
the bite, relax, ahd take the short-
est route to hospital.
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NEXT MEETING :

The next meeting of the A.C.T. Herpetological Association will be on :
THURSDAY, 27 AUGUST, 1987 AT 7:30 PM

There will be a short business meeting starting at 7.30 and the
general meeting will commence at 8.00 pm.
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1. e need & volunteer to organise someone to give & talk each month

2 A field trip to be arranged - spring is nearly here, a possibl
venue - Braidwood, on a private property wiih z barbecue lnclu

 -EPORT OF LAST MEETING :

Our last meeting held on 22nd July, 1987 was attended by 15
mermbers. Many thanks to Ross Bennett for his excellent and
exciting slide show and talk about his adventures on Chappell Island
with the black Tiger Snakes. Very well presented, Ross.

1 would alsc like to thank Paul Hardiman, our Treasurer, for putting
out last month's newsletter for me at such short notice. Wwell
done, Paul.

MEMBERSHIP FEES :

Subscriptions are now due and may be paid at our monthly
meetings or fowarded to the Treasurer at the following address -

Mr. P. Hardiman
Treasurer

A.C.T. Herpetological Assoc,
115 Fullagar Crescent
HIGGINS ACT 2615

A membership form is included in this newsletter to be forwarded
with payment of fees

TALE FOR NEXT MEETING :
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The talk this month will be given by Mark Schuster on -*Rain Forest
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Reptiles", Don't miss Mark's interesting account of the five ye
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he spent in the rain forests of tropical North Queensléend,
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-+ IRepiile man i
| Worrell »
| dead at 62

SYDNEY: Reptile expart Mr Enc
Worrell, 6¢, has died at nis Gosford b
home on the NEW Central Cogsi, !
Mr Wareell, who Sundad ihe Aus- §: -
tralian Repuile Park at Ovean Boach in .
1926, sufiered a massive heart attack
early yesterday,
He helped develop anti-venene
serums for Australia’s dangerous spi-
ders and snakies — antidotes which
were lIater to save his life when he was .
bitten by a cobra in 1985, .

He spent many vears milking the
poisunous species of their venom,
which ke sent 1o the Cuommonwealih
Serum Laborateries, enabling scien-
usts to develop anti-venene,

Mr Worrell was made an MBE for
his services 1o berpetalogy (work with
reptiiss and amohibians) and in 1980
received the Nuional Bank Humani-
tarian Award for his work on the fun- §
- nel-web spider,

Austrilian Reptile Park man:ging
director Mr Ed Mznrers said last night

! Mr Werrell nad been unweil for sOmme
ume. P wes a diaberic as well as

| havingaheartcom misint, he said,
|
i
|
|

Mr Macners siig M Worrell was
survived by his cons Mark and Brook
and davghier Kim. My Worreli's for.
mer wily, Poban, il worked as
Qcerations direciar sy the Reptile
Park, nowar cri Gasfornd,
 MrManners saig U Worrell would '

| becremated on F riday.
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PROGRAM FOR THE YEAR :

We have decided to hold our meetings on alternate 4th Wednesday
and Thursday nights to allow as many members as possible to
attend. To avoid confusion | have prepared the following program
for the rest of the year :-

AUGUST - THURSDAY 27TH
SEPTEMBER - WEDNESDAY 23RD
OCTOBER - THURSDAY 22ND
NOVEMBER - WEDNESDAY 25TH
DECEMBER - 3RD THURSDAY 17TH
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(SUE TUDOR)
Secretary/Editor

35 Elrington Street,
BRAIDWOOD, NSW 2622
PHONE : (HOME) 048-4224358
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12-year-old boy has

amazed naturalists
and made Australian
wildlife history by cre-
ating a new bresd of
lizard.

The boy, Paul Cope-
land, of Tyabb, T0km
south of Melbourne on
the Mornington Penin-
sula, has successfully
crossed a blue tongue
lizard with a stumpy tail
lizard {above).

As a result, Paul, the
lizard wizard, is now the
owner of seven, 10-
day-old lizards with the
body of a blue tongue
and large red heads like
the stumpy tail breed.

Mr Garry Backhouse
from Victoria's Fisher-
ies and Wildlife Depart-
ment said: “It’s extraor-
dinary. I've never heard
of anything like this
before.”

Mr Chris Banks,
curator of reptiles at
Melbourne Foo, said:
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Palil the lizard
wizard creates
a new breed

“This is most unusual as

they are dilferent
genus.”

And, Mr John Cov-
entry, curator of reptiles
at the MNational
Museum: “1'm
intrigued. I'll just have
to see them.”

Young Paul's march
into wildlife history
began last year when he
decided to breed blue
tongued lizards as a
schoolboy hobby: 1 got
a plastic swimming pool
and put logs and rocks
in it to create a habitat
for them. Then [ was
given a stumpy tail as a
present.”

The surprise came
last week when the blue
tongue lizard gave birth
lo Seven YOumg ones.
(Blue tongue lizards
have live births and do
not lay eggs).

Paul said: “The
babies aren’t really blue
tongues and they aren’t
stumpy tails either.
They have characteris-
tics of both.

“They have been
really savage, right from
birth. One actually
chased me a few min-
utes after it was born. 1
hope they become more
docile as they get
older.”




