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Last meeting

At the last meeting Ross Bennett gave us a most interesting
talk on colour variation in reptiles. Ross has poked into nooks,
crannies and crevices from the Warby Ranges in Victoria to the
sultry vine-thickets of the Cairns region in order to satisfy one
of hi; passions - the search for the elusive colour prototvPe
of Moreliarthe Carpet Python come Diamond Python come ....? (Morelia
spiJ.ota spilota and M. spilota variegqlq.

After many confusing, but colourful, slides of these superb reptiJes
we were }eft the feeling that there is no timit to the pattern
and colour these snakes can assume. Fortunately they are not
Iike chameJ.eons., which would add insult l-c injury.

Following the pythons we were treated to some of the variation
present in the elapids - black tiger snakes, brown tiger snakes
orange tiger snakes, some banded others not. Then a few different
coloured death adders ( so much for camping in red sandy areas
and hopi-ng to avoid these'wait and grab'predators).

With some relief on my behalf Ross finally moved onto ground
that I was more familiar with: colour pattern variation in
Blotched Bluetongue Iizards. Now I maintain of course that
there are two species or races of Blotched Bluetongues ( nigrolutea
and gippslandii ) . But this was not to be as Ross took a deliberate
ptea-uie in Oispelting any myths about a simple explanation for
colour variation in this sPecies.

Many thanks Ross f.of one of the more c61ourfu1 and confusing
talks that we rravektf late.

w. o.
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