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The evolution and 

convergence of eco-

morphology in pythons, 

boas and their relatives 

The following is largely based on Damien Esquerreɀs 

comprehensive notes and has been presented here by 

Mandy Conway 
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Ɂ$ÊÖÔÖÙ×ÏÖÓÖÎàɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯ

ÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÊÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯÈŲÙÐÉÜÛÌÚɯÖÍɯÈÕɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÔɯ
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ÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯÊÖÕÝÌÙÎÌÕÊÌɯÐÕɯÚÏÈ×ÌɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯ

ÊÖÕÝÌÙÎÌÕÊÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÞÐËÌɯÚ×ÙÌÈËɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ
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3ÜÙÛÓÌÚɯËÐÚÈ××ÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯ,ÜÙÙÈà-

#ÈÙÓÐÕÎɯÙÐÝÌÙɯÚàÚÛÌÔɯÈÚɯÍÖßÌÚɯËÌÚÛÙÖàɯ

ÕÌÚÛÚ 
A zoology expert says Australiaɀs freshwater turtle 

population in the Murray-Darling river system is in 

crises and has almost disappeared in parts 

ABC News, November 2014 

#Ùɯ1ÐÊÒàɯ2×ÌÕÊÌÙȮɯÈɯÚÌÕÐÖÙɯÉÐÖÓÖÎàɯÓÌÊÛÜÙÌÙɯÈÛɯ

ÛÏÌɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÖÍɯ6ÌÚÛÌÙÕɯ2àËÕÌàȮɯÚÈÐËɯÍÖßÌÚɯ

ÞÌÙÌɯËÌÚÛÙÖàÐÕÎɯÔÖÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÜÙÛÓÌɯÕÌÚÛÚɯÈÚɯÛÏÌàɯ

ÚÖÜÎÏÛɯÍÖÖËȭ 

Ɇ3ÏÌÙÌɅÚɯÈɯÔÜÓÛÐÛÜËÌɯÖÍɯÐÚÚÜÌÚȭɯ%ÖßÌÚɯÈÙÌɯ

×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯÖÕÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÚ×ÈÕÚɯÚÈàɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÙÐÝÌÙɯÈÕËɯ

ÔÖÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛÙàȭɯ1ÐÝÌÙɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÞÈÛÌÙɯ

ÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÚÖÙÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÈÙÌɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯ

ÐÔ×ÈÊÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔȮɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙÓàɯÛÏÌɯÈËÜÓÛɯ

×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÉÌɯËàÐÕÎɯÖřȮɆɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭ 

Ɇ%ÖßÌÚɯÈÙÌɯËÌÚÛÙÖàÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯƝƙɯ×ÌÙɯÊÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÕÌÚÛÚɯ

ÌÈÊÏɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÙàɯàÌÈÙȭɆ 

 ɯ×ÏÖÕÌɯÈ××ɯÐÚɯÕÖÞɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÚÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÊÈÕɯ

ÏÌÓ×ɯÔÖÕÐÛÖÙɯÞÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÓÌÍÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÙÌÚÏÞÈÛÌÙɯÛÜÙÛÓÌɯ

×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕȭ 

#Ùɯ2×ÌÕÊÌÙɯÚÈÐËɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÈÒɯÛÐÔÌɯ

ÍÖÙɯÛÜÙÛÓÌɯÕÌÚÛÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÒÌÌÕɯÛÖɯÌÕÓÐÚÛɯ

×ÌÖ×ÓÌɅÚɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÛÖɯÙÌÊÖÙËɯÛÏÌɯÛÜÙÛÓÌÚɯÛÏÌàɯ

Ú×ÖŲÌËɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÝÌÙɯÚàÚÛÌÔȭ 

Ɇ/ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÊÈÕɯËÖÞÕÓÖÈËɯ3ÜÙÛÓÌ2 3ɯÈÕËɯÙÌÊÖÙËȮɯ
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The Australian & International Scene 

Above: Due to foxes, hatchlings of freshwater 

turtles are becoming rarerΦ 

http://www.turtlesat.org.au/turtlesat/pagecontent.aspx?page=turtle_species
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(The Australian & International Scene, contɀd...) 
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Above: Antivenom is regarded as a magic bullet 

against bites from snakes like this –ɯbut how 

much do we really know? Flagstaff photos. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0003220
http://www.newcastle.edu.au/
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(The Australian & International Scene, contɀd...) 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-11-20/redback-anti-venom.../5104048
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-11-20/redback-anti-venom.../5104048
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.ÙÐÎÐÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÜÕÐØÜÌɯÝÌÕÛÐÓÈÛÖÙɯ

È××ÈÙÈÛÜÚɯÖÍɯÛÜÙÛÓÌÚȯɯ'ÖÞɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÙÐÉÚɯÎÖÛɯ

ÌÔÉÌËËÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÚÏÌÓÓ 

ScienceDaily, University of the Witwatersand,  

7 November ȿƕƘ 

3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÙÌÍÜÓɯÚÛÜËàɯÖÍɯÔÖËÌÙÕɯÈÕËɯÌÈÙÓàɯ

ÍÖÚÚÐÓɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌȮɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏÌÙÚɯÕÖÞɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÉÌŲÌÙɯ

ÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÏÖÞɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚɯÉÙÌÈÛÏÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ

ÌÝÖÓÜÛÐÖÕÈÙàɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌÓ×ÌËɯÚÏÈ×ÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ

ÜÕÐØÜÌɯÉÙÌÈÛÏÐÕÎɯÈ××ÈÙÈÛÜÚɯÈÕËɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌɯÚÏÌÓÓȭɯ

3ÏÌɯŗÕËÐÕÎÚɯ×ÜÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÐÕɯÈɯ×È×ÌÙȮɯÛÐÛÓÌËȯɯ.ÙÐÎÐÕɯ

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÜÕÐØÜÌɯÝÌÕÛÐÓÈÛÖÙàɯÈ××ÈÙÈÛÜÚɯÖÍɯÛÜÙÛÓÌÚȮɯÐÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯÚÊÐÌÕÛÐŗÊɯÑÖÜÙÕÈÓȮɯNature CommunicationsȮɯ

ÖÕɯ%ÙÐËÈàȮɯƛɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯƖƔƕƘȮɯÏÌÓ×ɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌɯ

ÞÏÌÕɯÈÕËɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÜÕÐØÜÌɯÉÙÌÈÛÏÐÕÎɯÈ××ÈÙÈÛÜÚɯ

ÖÍɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚɯÌÝÖÓÝÌËȭ 

+ÌÈËɯÈÜÛÏÖÙɯ#Ùɯ3àÓÌÙɯ+àÚÖÕɯÖÍɯ6ÐÛÚɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɅÚɯ

$ÝÖÓÜÛÐÖÕÈÙàɯ2ÛÜËÐÌÚɯ(ÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÌȮɯÛÏÌɯ2ÔÐÛÏÚÖÕÐÈÕɯ

(ÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ#ÌÕÝÌÙɯ,ÜÚÌÜÔɯÖÍɯ-ÈÛÜÙÌɯ

ÈÕËɯ2ÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÚÈÐËȯɯɆ3ÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÉÐáÈÙÙÌɯÉÖËàɯ

×ÓÈÕɯÈÕËɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÙÌɯ×ÜááÓÐÕÎɯÈÚ×ÌÊÛÚɯÛÖɯ

ÛÏÐÚɯÉÖËàɯ×ÓÈÕɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÊÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯ

ÓÖÊÒÌËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÙÐÉÚɯÜ×ɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÐÊÖÕÐÊɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌɯÚÏÌÓÓȭɯ

-ÖɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÈÕÐÔÈÓɯËÖÌÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÒÌÓàɯÙÌÈÚÖÕɯ

ÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÙÐÉÚɯ×ÓÈàɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÕɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛɯÙÖÓÌɯÐÕɯ

ÉÙÌÈÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÔÖÚÛɯÈÕÐÔÈÓÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÔÈÔÔÈÓÚȮɯ

ÉÐÙËÚȮɯÊÙÖÊÖËÐÓÐÈÕÚȮɯÈÕËɯÓÐáÈÙËÚȭɆ 

(ÕÚÛÌÈËɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌËɯÈɯÜÕÐØÜÌɯ

ÈÉËÖÔÐÕÈÓɯÔÜÚÊÜÓÈÙɯÚÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÙÈ×ÚɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯ

ÛÏÌÐÙɯÓÜÕÎÚɯÈÕËɯÖÙÎÈÕÚɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ɯÛÏÌÔɯÉÙÌÈÛÏÌȭɯ

6ÏÌÕɯÈÕËɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÌÊÏÈÕÐÚÔɯÌÝÖÓÝÌËɯÏÈÚɯ

ÉÌÌÕɯÜÕÒÕÖÞÕȭ 

Ɇ(ÛɯÚÌÌÔÌËɯ×ÙÌŲàɯÊÓÌÈÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌɯÚÏÌÓÓɯÈÕËɯ

ÉÙÌÈÛÏÐÕÎɯÔÌÊÏÈÕÐÚÔɯÌÝÖÓÝÌËɯÐÕɯÛÈÕËÌÔȮɯÉÜÛɯ

ÞÏÐÊÏɯÏÈ××ÌÕÌËɯŗÙÚÛȳɯ(ÛɅÚɯÈɯÉÐÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÊÒÌÕɯÖÙɯ

ÛÏÌɯÌÎÎɯÊÈÜÚÈÓÐÛàɯËÐÓÌÔÔÈȮɆɯ+àÚÖÕɯÚÈÐËȭɯ!àɯ

ÚÛÜËàÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÈÕÈÛÖÔàɯÈÕËɯÛÏÐÕɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯȹÈÓÚÖɯ

ÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÓÖÎàȺȮɯ+àÚÖÕɯÈÕËɯÏÐÚɯÊÖÓÓÌÈÎÜÌÚɯ

ÏÈÝÌɯÚÏÖÞÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÔÖËÌÙÕɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌɯÉÙÌÈÛÏÐÕÎɯ

È××ÈÙÈÛÜÚɯÞÈÚɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÐÕɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÓÐÌÚÛɯ

ÍÖÚÚÐÓɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌȮɯÈÕɯÈÕÐÔÈÓɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯ

Eunotosaurus africanusȭ 

3ÏÐÚɯÈÕÐÔÈÓɯÓÐÝÌËɯÐÕɯ2ÖÜÛÏɯ ÍÙÐÊÈɯƖƚƔɯÔÐÓÓÐÖÕɯ

àÌÈÙÚɯÈÎÖɯÈÕËɯÚÏÈÙÌÚɯÔÈÕàɯÜÕÐØÜÌɯÍÌÈÛÜÙÌÚɯ

ÞÐÛÏɯÔÖËÌÙÕɯËÈàɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÓÈÊÒÌËɯÈɯÚÏÌÓÓȭɯ ɯ

ÙÌÊÖÎÕÐÚÈÉÓÌɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌɯÚÏÌÓÓɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÈ××ÌÈÙɯÍÖÙɯ

ÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯƙƔɯÔÐÓÓÐÖÕɯàÌÈÙÚȭ 

+àÚÖÕɯÚÈÐËɯEunotosaurus ÉÙÐËÎÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ

ÔÖÙ×ÏÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯÎÈ×ɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÓàɯÙÌ×ÛÐÓÌɯ

ÉÖËàɯ×ÓÈÕɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÎÏÓàɯÔÖËÐŗÌËɯÉÖËàɯ×ÓÈÕɯÖÍɯ

ÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚȮɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÛÏÌɯ ÙÊÏÈÌÖ×ÛÌÙàßɯÖÍɯ

ÛÜÙÛÓÌÚȭ 

Ɇ-ÈÔÌËɯÐÕɯƕƜƝƖȮɯEunotosaurus ÐÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

ÌÈÙÓÐÌÚÛɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌɯÈÕÊÌÚÛÖÙÚɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÍÙÖÔɯ

ÌÈÙÓàɯÙÖÊÒÚɯÕÌÈÙɯ!ÌÈÜÍÖÙÛɯ6ÌÚÛȮɆɯÚÈÐËɯ/ÙÖÍÌÚÚÖÙɯ

!ÙÜÊÌɯ1ÜÉÐËÎÌȮɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ$ÝÖÓÜÛÐÖÕÈÙàɯ

2ÛÜËÐÌÚɯ(ÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÌɯÈÛɯ6ÐÛÚɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÊÖ-

ÈÜÛÏÖÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×È×ÌÙȭ 

Ɇ3ÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÚÖÔÌɯƙƔɯÚ×ÌÊÐÔÌÕɯÖÍɯEunotosaurusȭɯ

3ÏÌɯÙÖÊÒÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ*ÈÙÖÖɯÈÙÌɯÙÌÔÈÙÒÈÉÓÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

ËÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÖÍɯÍÖÚÚÐÓÚɯÖÍɯÌÈÙÓàɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚɯÛÏÌàɯÏÈÝÌɯ

×ÙÖËÜÊÌËȭɯ3ÏÌɯÍÈÊÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯŗÕËɯEunotosaurusɯ

ÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ*ÈÙÖÖɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÚÛÙÖÕÎÓàɯ

ÚÜÎÎÌÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÈÕÊÌÚÛÙÈÓɯÍÖÙÔÚɯÖÍɯ

ÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÛÖɯÉÌɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ*ÈÙÖÖȮɆɯ

1ÜÉÐËÎÌɯÈËËÌËȭ 

3ÏÌɯÚÛÜËàɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÌÈÙÓàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÖÓÜÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌɯÉÖËàɯ×ÓÈÕɯÈɯÎÙÈËÜÈÓɯÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÌɯÐÕɯ

ÉÖËàɯÞÈÓÓɯÙÐÎÐËÐÛàɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌËɯÈɯËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ

ÍÜÕÊÛÐÖÕɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÉÚɯÈÕËɯÈÉËÖÔÐÕÈÓɯ

ÙÌÚ×ÐÙÈÛÖÙàɯÔÜÚÊÓÌÚȭɯ ÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÉÚɯÉÙÖÈËÌÕÌËɯÈÕËɯ

(The Australian & International Scene, contɀd...) 

Above:  ɯ"ÖÔ×ÜÛÌËɯ3ÖÔÖÎÙÈ×ÏàɯÙÌÕËÌÙÐÕÎɯ

ÖÍɯÈɯÚÕÈ××ÐÕÎɯÛÜÙÛÓÌɯȹChelydra serpentinaȺɯ

ÚÏÖÞÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚÒÌÓÌÛÖÕɯȹÞÏÐÛÌȺȮɯÓÜÕÎÚɯȹÉÓÜÌȺȮɯ

ÈÕËɯÈÉËÖÔÐÕÈÓɯÔÜÚÊÓÌÚɯȹÙÌËɯÈÕËɯ×ÐÕÒȺɯÜÚÌËɯ

ÛÖɯÝÌÕÛÐÓÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÓÜÕÎÚȭɯ!ÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÛÜÙÛÓÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯ

ÓÖÊÒÌËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÙÐÉÚɯÜ×ɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÐÊÖÕÐÊɯÛÜÙÛÓÌɯ

ÚÏÌÓÓȮɯÛÏÌàɯÊÈÕɯÕÖɯÓÖÕÎÌÙɯÜÚÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÙÐÉÚɯÛÖɯ

ÉÙÌÈÛÏÌɯÈÚɯÐÕɯÔÖÚÛɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÈÕÐÔÈÓÚɯÈÕËɯÐÕÚÛÌÈËɯ

ÏÈÝÌɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌËɯÈɯÜÕÐØÜÌɯÈÉËÖÔÐÕÈÓɯÔÜÚÊÓÌɯ

ÉÈÚÌËɯÚàÚÛÌÔȭɯCredit: Emma R. Schachner. 

Ed: check out our website to view this image in 

full colour! 



 

 

 "3' ɯ-ÌÞÚÓÌŲÌÙȮɯ#ÌÊɯȿƕƘɯ-ɯ)ÈÕɯȿƕƙ Ɯȭ 

ÚÛÐřÌÕÌËɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÙÚÖȮɯÛÏÌàɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÓÌÚÚɯÌřÌÊÛÐÝÌɯ

ÍÖÙɯÉÙÌÈÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÊÈÜÚÌËɯÛÏÌɯÈÉËÖÔÐÕÈÓɯ

ÔÜÚÊÓÌÚɯÛÖɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÐÚÌËɯÍÖÙɯÉÙÌÈÛÏÐÕÎȮɯ

ÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÕɯÛÜÙÕɯÍÙÌÌËɯÜ×ɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÉÚɯÛÖɯÌÝÌÕÛÜÈÓÓàɯ--ɯ

È××ÙÖßÐÔÈÛÌÓàɯƙƔɯÔÐÓÓÐÖÕɯàÌÈÙÚɯÓÈÛÌÙɯ--ɯÛÖɯ

ÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÍÜÓÓàɯÐÕÛÌÎÙÈÛÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÈÙÈÊÛÌÙÐÚÛÐÊɯ

ÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌɯÚÏÌÓÓȭ 

+àÚÖÕɯÈÕËɯÏÐÚɯÊÖÓÓÌÈÎÜÌÚɯÕÖÞɯ×ÓÈÕɯÛÖɯ

ÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÌɯÙÌÈÚÖÕÚɯÞÏàɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÉÚɯÖÍɯÌÈÙÓàɯ

ÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚɯÚÛÈÙÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÙÖÈËÌÕɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯ×ÓÈÊÌȭɯ

Ɇ!ÙÖÈËÌÕÌËɯÙÐÉÚɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯÚÛÌ×ɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓɯ

ÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÌɯÐÕɯÉÖËàɯÞÈÓÓɯÙÐÎÐËÐÛàɯÖÍɯÌÈÙÓàɯÉÈÚÈÓɯ

ÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌÚȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÜÓÛÐÔÈÛÌÓàɯÓÌÈËÚɯÛÖɯÉÖÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ

ÌÝÖÓÜÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÙÛÖÐÚÌɯÚÏÌÓÓɯÈÕËɯÛÏÐÚɯÜÕÐØÜÌɯ

ÞÈàɯÖÍɯÉÙÌÈÛÏÐÕÎȭɯ6Ìɯ×ÓÈÕɯÛÖɯÚÛÜËàɯÛÏÐÚɯÒÌàɯ

ÈÚ×ÌÊÛɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÈɯÉÌŲÌÙɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÞÏàɯÛÏÌɯ

ÙÐÉÚɯÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯÛÖɯÉÙÖÈËÌÕȭɆ 

 

ID Queries from ACTHA’s 

Website 

 ÕÎÜÚɯ*ÌÕÕÌËàȮɯ "3' ɀÚɯ6ÌÉɯ,ÈÚÛÌÙȮɯÒÌÌ×Úɯ

ÈÕɯÌàÌɯÖÕɯÈÕàɯÙÌ×ÛÐÓÌɯÐËÌÕÛÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕɯɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛÚȵ 

Hi, I am a founder of Questabird 

(www.questabird.com). Users submit sightings of 

birds and reptiles using our app; we have been 

receiving photographs of ÚÒÐÕÒÚɯthat we are unable to 

identify. Is it possible to have one of your members 

help verify the odd submission we receive? I have 

attached a recent submission (below left) from 

Warwick, QLD. Can you pls help id this?  

Regards, ,ÈÓÓÐÒÈ 

 "3' ɯÌß×ÌÙÛɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌÚȯ 

3ÏÌɯÖÕÓàɯÚÒÐÕÒÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÈ××ÌÈÙÈÕÊÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ

ËÐÚÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ6ÈÙÞÐÊÒɯÈÙÌÈɯ

ÚÌÌÔɯÛÖɯÉÌɯLampropholisɯÈÕËɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ

ÐÔÈÎÌÚɯÚÜ××ÓÐÌËɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÏÖÛÖÎÙÈ×ÏɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯ

ƖƚƙɯÖÍɯ6ÐÓÚÖÕɯÈÕËɯ2ÞÈÕɯ(ɯÈÔɯÙÌÈÚÖÕÈÉÓàɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕɯ

ÐÛɯÐÚɯLampropholis delicataȭɯ3ÏÌɯÓÈÛÌÙÈÓɯÉÓÈÊÒɯ

ÈÕËɯÞÏÐÛÌɯÓÈÛÌÙÈÓɯ

ÚÛÙÐ×ÌÚɯÖÊÊÜÙɯÖÕɯ

ÚÖÔÌɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ

ÖÕɯÊÖÈÚÛÈÓɯ-26ɯ

ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÖÕÌɯÖÕɯ

×ÈÎÌɯƖƚƙɯÈÛɯ

-ÖÖÚÈɯ1ÐÝÌÙɯ×ÜÛÚɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÊÖÓÖÜÙɯ

ÝÈÙÐÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÛɯÓÌÈÚÛɯ

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓɯ

ÝÐÊÐÕÐÛàȭ 

 

2×ÖŲÌËȵɯ&ÖÈÕÕÈɯ2ÛÈÒÌ-ÖÜÛ 

,ÈŲÏÌÞɯ'ÐÎÎÐÕÚɯÞÙÐÛÌÚȯɯ 

ɁThis week I've been up the Qbn River in the 

Gelignite Crossing-Compo Canyon area 

photographing the beautiful and rare (officially listed 

as 'Vulnerable' in NSW) Rosenbergs Monitor. Some 

hours were spent getting a nice suite of images of 

this reptile.ɂɯ(below) 

Subsequent related article from Tim the Yowie Man, 

The Canberra Times, 7 November ȿƕƘ 

 ÍÛÌÙɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙÈÉÓÌɯÌřÖÙÛȮɯ,ÈŲÏÌÞɯ'ÐÎÎÐÕÚɯÖÍɯ

 ÐÕÚÓÐÌȮɯÙÌÊÌÕÛÓàɯÊÈ×ÛÜÙÌËɯÈɯ×ÏÖÛÖÎÙÈ×ÏɯÖÍɯÖÕÌɯ

ÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɅÚɯÙÈÙÌÚÛɯÎÖÈÕÕÈÚȭ  

'ÈÝÐÕÎɯÚ×ÖŲÌËɯÈɯ1ÖÚÌÕÉÌÙÎɅÚɯÔÖÕÐÛÖÙɯȹVaranus 

rosenbergiȺɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɯÖÕɯ,ÖÜÕÛɯ ÐÕÚÓÐÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÜÕÈÉÓÌɯ

ÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯ×ÏÖÛÖɯÖÍɯÐÛȮɯÞÏÌÕɯ,ÈŲÏÌÞɯÊÈÜÎÏÛɯÈɯ

ÎÓÐÔ×ÚÌɯÖÍɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÚ×ÌÊÐÔÌÕɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÈɯÙÌÊÌÕÛɯ

ÉÜÚÏÞÈÓÒɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÜÎÎÌËɯÎÖÙÎÌÚɯÜ×ÚÛÙÌÈÔɯÖÍɯ

&ÖÖÎÖÕÎɯ#ÈÔȮɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌËɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÈɯ

×ÏÖÛÖȭ 

,ÈŲÏÌÞɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯɆÝÐÚÐÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÌÈɯÖÕɯ

ÛÞÖɯËÈàÚȮɯÚ×ÌÕËÐÕÎɯÛÞÖɯÏÖÜÙÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÙÌ×ÛÐÓÌɯ

ÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯËÈàɯÈÕËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÖÕÌ-ÈÕË-È-ÏÈÓÍɯÏÖÜÙÚɯÛÏÌɯ

ÕÌßÛɯ-ɯÞÈÐÛÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯ1ÖÚÐÌɯÛÖɯÊÖÔÌɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÐÛÚɯÙÖÊÒàɯ

ÓÈÐÙȭɆ 

3ÏÈÕÒÍÜÓÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯƕȭƙɯÔÌÛÙÌɯÓÖÕÎɯÔÖÕÐÛÖÙɯŗÕÈÓÓàɯ

ÖÉÓÐÎÌËȮɯÈÕËɯ,ÈŲÏÌÞɯÚÕÈ××ÌËɯÈÞÈàȭɯɆ3ÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯ

ÝÌÙàɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓɯÈÕËɯÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÐÝÌɯÈÕÐÔÈÓÚȮɆɯ

Ìß×ÓÈÐÕÚɯ,ÈŲÏÌÞȮɯÞÏÖɯÈËËÚȮɯɆÛÏÐÚɯÖÕÌɯ

ËÐÚ×ÓÈàÌËɯÕÐÊÌÓàɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÈÙÝÌÓÓÖÜÚɯÙÌ×ÛÐÓÐÈÕɯ

ÛÖÕÎÜÌ-ŘÐÊÒÐÕÎɯÉÌÏÈÝÐÖÜÙɯÛÖÖɆȭ 

(The Australian & International Scene, contɀd...) 

http://www.questabird.com/


 

 

#ÐËɯ8ÖÜɯ*ÕÖÞȳɯ ×ÈÙÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ1ÖÚÌÕÉÌÙÎɅÚɯ

ÔÖÕÐÛÖÙȮɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÔÖÕÐÛÖÙɯȹÎÖÈÕÕÈȺɯÍÖÜÕËɯÐÕɯ

ÈÕËɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯ "3ɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÊÌɯ,ÖÕÐÛÖÙɯ

ȹVaranus variusȺȭɯɆ"ÈÕÉÌÙÙÈÕÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÈÙɯ

ÞÐÛÏɯÓÈÊÌɯÔÖÕÐÛÖÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÌÕÊÖÜÕÛÌÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯÈÛɯ

ÛÏÌɯÚÖÜÛÏɯÊÖÈÚÛɯȻÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÊÈÔ×ÐÕÎɯ

ÈÙÌÈÚȼɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÕÜÔÌÙÖÜÚȮɆɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕÚɯ

,ÈŲÏÌÞȮɯÞÏÖɯÈËËÚȮɯɆÈÚɯÍÖÙɯ1ÖÚÌÕÉÌÙÎɅÚɯÛÏÌàɯ

ÈÙÌɯÈɯÉÐÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÊÖÔÔÖÕɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯ&ÖÖÎÖÕÎɯ

ÈÙÌÈɯÛÏÈÕɯÊÓÖÚÌɯÛÖɯ"ÈÕÉÌÙÙÈɯÉÜÛɯÈÙÌɯÖŚÊÐÈÓÓàɯ

ÓÐÚÛÌËɯÈÚɯɅÝÜÓÕÌÙÈÉÓÌɅɯÐÕɯ-26ȭɆ 

 

)ÐÓÓɯÍÙÖÔɯȿ,ÖÖÙÐÓÓÈɀɯ6ÈÓÓÈÙÖÖȮɯ-26Ȯɯ6ÙÐÛÌÚȯ 

Ɂ2ÜÕËÈàȮɯƖƚɯ.ÊÛɯɀƕƘȮɯ(ɯÞÈÓÒÌËɯÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯËÖÖÙɯÛÖɯ

ÌÔ×ÛàɯÊÖřÌÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËÚɯÖÕɯÈɯ×ÖÛɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÔÐËËÈàɯ

ÈÕËɯÚ×ÖŲÌËɯÈɯÓÈÙÎÌɯ!ÙÖÞÕɯ2ÕÈÒÌɯÐÕɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÒÕÖÛɯ

ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÝÌÙÈÕËÈÏȭɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÈɯÔÌÈÓɯÖÍɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ

ÖÜÙɯ"ÜÕÕÐÕÎÏÈÔɯ2ÒÐÕÒÚɯȹÍÖÙɯàÌÈÙÚɯÞÌɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯ

ÛÏÌÔɯÉÓÜÌ-ÛÖÕÎÜÌÚɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÜÔÉÌÙɯ×ÜÛɯÜÚɯ

ÙÐÎÏÛȺȭɯ1ÈÓ×ÏɯÞÈÚɯÐÕÚÐËÌɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÖÜÙɯÛÈßɯ

ÙÌÛÜÙÕÚɯÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯ×ÙÌŲàɯÐÕÛÙÐÎÜÌËȭɯ'ÌɯÞÌÕÛɯÖÜÛɯ

ÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯ×ÏÖÛÖɯÉÜÛɯÍÖÜÕËɯÈɯËÐÚÎÖÙÎÌËɯÚÒÐÕÒɯÈÕËɯ

ÈÕɯÈÎÎÙÌÚÚÐÝÌɯÉÙÖÞÕȭɯ6ÏÌÕɯ(ɯÓÖÖÒÌËɯÈÎÈÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

ÉÙÖÞÕɯÞÈÚɯÞÙÌÚÛÓÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÙÌÈÓɯÉÓÜÌɯÛÖÕÎÜÌȭ 

3ÏÐÚɯÛÐÔÌɯ1ÈÓ×ÏɯÛÖÖÒɯÈɯ×ÏÖÛÖɯÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯ

ÞÐÕËÖÞȭɯ ÚɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯËÖÐÕÎɯÚÖɯÈɯÓÈÙÎÌÙɯ

"ÜÕÕÐÕÎÏÈÔɯ2ÒÐÕÒɯÈÙÙÐÝÌËȮɯÞÈÛÊÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚÕÈÒÌɯ

ÈÕËɯËÙÈ×ÐÕÎɯÐÛÚÌÓÍɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÔÈÓÓÌÙɯÚÒÐÕÒȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

ÉÙÖÞÕɯÔÈÕÈÎÌËɯÛÖɯÚÞÈÓÓÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÉÓÜÌɯÛÖÕÎÜÌɯ

ÈÕËɯÈÚɯÐÛɯÔÖÝÌËɯÖřɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÈÚÚɯÛÏÌɯÉÐÎÎÌÙɯ

ÚÒÐÕÒɯÙÜÚÏÌËɯÈÛɯÐÛɯÕÐ××ÐÕÎɯÐÛÚɯÛÈÐÓȭɯ.ÍɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯÛÏÌɯ

ÚÕÈÒÌɯÙÌÛÈÓÐÈÛÌËȮɯØÜÐÊÒɯÈÚɯÈɯŘÈÚÏȮɯÈÕËɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÖÕɯ

ÍÖÙɯàÖÜÕÎɯÈÕËɯÖÓËɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÒÐÕÒɯÎÖÛɯÈÞÈàȭɯ(ɯ

ÊÈÕɅÛɯÚÈàɯÐÍɯÐÛɯÚÜÙÝÐÝÌËȭ 

2Öɯ2ÜÕËÈàɯÞÌɯÏÈËɯÈɯËÌÈËɯÚÒÐÕÒɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ

ÝÌÙÈÕËÈÏɯÈÕËɯÈÙÌɯÔÐÕÜÚɯÈɯÉÓÜÌ-ÛÖÕÎÜÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

ÉÐÎÎÌÙɯÚÒÐÕÒɯÏÖÝÌÙÌËɯÕÌÈÙɯÛÏÌɯËÌÈËɯÖÕÌɯÜÕÛÐÓɯ

ÛÏÌɯÈÕÛÚɯÔÖÝÌËɯÐÕɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌÕɅÛɯÚÌÌÕɯÐÛɯÚÐÕÊÌȭ 

(The Australian & International Scene, contɀd...) 

 "3' ɯ-ÌÞÚÓÌŲÌÙȮɯ#ÌÊɯȿƕƘɯ-ɯ)ÈÕɯȿƕƙ Ɲȭ 

%ÙÖÔɯ)ÜÓÐÈÕɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚÖÕɯ-ɯŘÐÊÒÙȮɯÔÐËɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙ 

Ɂ'ÌÙÌɀÚɯÛÏÌɯŘÖÞÌÙ-ÔÜÕÊÏÐÕÎɯ2ÏÐÕÎÓÌÉÈÊÒȱȭɯ

"ÈÔ×ÉÌÓÓɯ/ÈÙÒȭɯ(ÛɯÏÈ××ÐÓàɯÔÜÕÊÏÌËɯÐÛÚɯÞÈàɯ

ÚÓÖÞÓàɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÈËÖÞɯÈÚɯÞÌɯÞÈÛÊÏÌËɯÍÖÙɯ

ÚÖÔÌÛÐÔÌȮɯÌÈÛÐÕÎɯÖÕÓàɯŘÖÞÌÙÚɯ-ɯÕÖɯÎÙÈÚÚɯÈÕËɯ 

ÕÖɯÐÕÚÌÊÛÚȱȭɂ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2ÏÌÙÐËÈÕɯ1ÖÉÌÙÛÚɯÛÖÖÒɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ×ÏÖÛÖÚɯÖÍɯÈɯ

1ÖÚÌÕÉÌÙÎɀÚɯ,ÖÕÐÛÖÙɯÊÙÖÚÚÐÕÎɯ#ÐÊÒÚɯ"ÙÌÌÒɯ1ËȮɯ

,ÜÙÙÜÔÉÈÛÌÔÈÕɯÑÜÚÛɯÕÌÈÙɯÏÌÙɯÍÙÖÕÛɯÎÈÛÌȭɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯ

ÜÚÏÌÙÌËɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÈËȭɯɁ(ÛɯÚÌÌÔÚɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÈÒÌÕɯ

Ü×ɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÊÌɯȹÈÎÈÐÕɯÐÍɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÖÕÌɯÞÌɯÚÈÞɯ

ÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙȺɯÜÕËÌÙɯÖÜÙɯÉÈÊÒɯÚÏÌËȭɂ 
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"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯ×ÈÙÛàɯÍÖÙɯ "3' ɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚ 

ÍÙÖÔɯƚ×ÔȮɯ3ÜÌÚËÈàɯƕƚÛÏɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯƖƔƕƘ 

ÛÖɯÉÌɯÏÌÓËɯÈÛɯ"ÈÕÉÌÙÙÈɯ1Ì×ÛÐÓÌɯ9ÖÖȮɯ 

.ɀ'ÈÕÓÖÕɯ/ÓÈÊÌȮɯ&ÖÓËɯ"ÙÌÌÒȮɯ-ÐÊÏÖÓÓÚȭ 

 ɯÚÌÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÍÖÖËɯȫɯËÙÐÕÒɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚ 

(Margaret will have her receipt book for ÓÈÚÛɯÔÐÕÜÛÌɯÚÜÉÚÊÙÐ×ÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÖÕÓàɯȜƕƔ×ÈȺ 

125/ɯto  margaretning1@gmail.com  by 2ÜÕËÈàȮɯƕƘɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯ2014 
 

Annual General Meeting 

-ÖÛÐÊÌɯÐÚɯÏÌÙÌÉàɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯƖƔƕƘɯ ÕÕÜÈÓɯ&ÌÕÌÙÈÓɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ "3ɯ'ÌÙ×ÌÛÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯ ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɯ(ÕÊȮɯ

ÛÖɯÉÌɯÏÌÓËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ1Ì×ÛÐÓÌɯ9ÖÖȮɯ-ÐÊÏÖÓÓÚȮɯÈÛɯƛ×ÔȮɯÐÕɯÊÖÕÑÜÕÊÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÜÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯ×ÈÙÛàȭ 

2Öɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÊÖÔÌɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÏÌÓÓÖȮɯÌÕÑÖàɯÛÏÌɯÖÊÊÈÚÐÖÕȮɯÈÕËɯ×ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯÌÝÌÕɯÓÌÛɯÜÚɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÌÛÏÌÙɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÏÌÓ×ɯÜÚɯ

ÉàɯÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÖÜÙɯSnakes Alive! $ßÏÐÉÐÛÐÖÕɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÖÕɯ%ÙÖÔɯ,ÖÕËÈàɯƕƖÛÏɯÛÖɯ2ÜÕËÈàɯƕƜÛÏɯÖÍɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯȿƕƙȭɯ

&ÌÖřɯ1ÖÉÌÙÛÚÖÕɯÞÐÓÓɯËÖɯÈɯÚÏÖÙÛɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÕɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɅÚɯSnakes Alive! 


