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JULY MEETlWG 
MONDAY JULY 17 

7.30 p . m. A. N.U ZOOLOGY (downs tairs) 

SPEAKER : DAVE CF\RTE.R. 

Thts talk wtll ~over a couple of pro1ects i w:1s m'-·olved with tn north 
Queensland - ra~her J tOng time: ago now I realise lS l leo~ at myseif in 
some of the phmcst l n ~-l:o suc:::essr:e years. I joined ~b.e fie1J team for Co, 
L:=n~us work or. :·::-es!l water c.-cc0ciles ~-~:u!e I was a student 1n 
TOW!'lSVi!le. [!\/SIS l ~tucy or a ~opul:.nion of fresh!eS in ~he Lynd River. to 
the 'l.·est of the .\:hen on Tab~ela.:Jcs a::d ~-e ::cllec!ec c:HJ on c!iet. 
movements. size. sex. breeding acuvtt:es etc 

r.:,.e second part of ~y ~au~ deals wiLl sa!~ 'A-·ater c.-ocociles and wt!l cover 
the wor~ I die at the :ctward River C:-ocodile Farm on the west coast of 
Cape York. Thts e.xpenmental far:n :as a ~.;as then.! ~:as estJblis.hetl by 
.-\ppl:ed Ecology ~/L WLth a v1ew :o ;JrQvidtng J locJl ·!'ldustry for the 
abongtnal commuruty Tne primary :11m oi the farm is to produce high 
qualitv skins but it also produces meat .md. being the oldest crocodile farm 
m .\ustralia. seils breeding antma1s to other farms. I did a range of jobs 
about the farm including a purtly successful study of the soc1al domina:J.ce 
J..id ~:-eecing ~e:l:!'::cur of large c~cc0Jlles 111 Jr. enorm0us .Jreeding 
enc!osure. 



H\STOR\C MEET\~G.. 

~hirty two members braved the bitter cold to participa te 
June Annual General Meeting, an historic occasion because 
the unanimous adoption of a constitution for the 
Herpetological Association. 

OBJECTS 

in the 
it saw 
A.C.T. 

The object of the Association is to promote the 
conservation of reptiles and amphibians and to promote 
~he interests of herpetology: -

to increase members knowledge and unders~anding of 
herpetology cnrough meecings, field t=ips. 
publications and any other appropriate ac~ivicies. 

to develop an awareness and appreciat~on of 
reptiles and amphioians by the community. 

In accord with che consti~ution, fu~ure A.G.M. 's will be held in 
the month of ~arch. 

~= any ~embers who were not able co attend the June meec~n~ would 
li~e ~o peruse t~e constitution, copies will be available at the 
July meetin.g . 

The decision to proceed with incorporation of the groun was also 
unani~ously recommended and the first step in this quite detailed 
a nd protracted process has been taken . 

Dr. Richard Barwick then took the chair for the election of the 
Executive Committee for 1988-89 . After spirited policy speeches 
and fierce competicion the following office- bearers were elected 
by che narrowest of margins - well actually i~ wasn't quice like 
that~ Anticipating the adoption of the constitution, al l 
nominations were in writing and were signed by the nominator, 
seconder and nominee. As the number of nominations corresponded 
to the number of Executive Committee positions defined in the 
constitution (with one exception) the Chairman was able to 
announce and congratulate the following members on their 
election. 

Presidenc 
Vice-Presidenc 
::.ecr~car y 

N~wsl~~=er ~dit ~r 

::.,..Jbll.c Ctricer 
Student i"'embers 

General Commitcee Members 

Resource Person 

Jo 1/andermar!< 
David Cart"er 
Oi Baker-Finch 
Domi n ic f':>ok 
Jo Vandermar'< 
Dick Barwick 
Paul Scanlan 
Joshua Dorrot.J9h 
Gerr y Hill 
Charles Atkinson 
Richard Longmore 

Ph. 477963 
5.37.378 
512411 
c...77775 
477963 
8o:?.302 
959ol0 
542015 
971319 
910471 
543328 

z. ·- · ~ -:"";-
" .•.•. 



I1A @I?WJ@~~@)\ill~ j@®~dlffi~~ 
com\ng uf 5oon. 

~~~ 

It would be wise to arrive early to secure a 
seat for this perenn1ally popular topic of 
DINOSAURS. Apart from the in~rins1c 1nterest 
of the subJeCt matter, there is the added 
attraction not that not only is RUSSELL 
MORGAN an enthus1ast of the first order and 
an excellent speaker, but his recent foray to 
the U. S. ensures that h1s information is 
absolutely up- to- date. 

....... ...... 

0 ®~~@ffiffi\k®Yr 
®cs~©\b®R 

~ @) ~@ ~SW\k@,lf' 
and on \n~o \he, next decode ... , 

'- From 1nrersta~e 

~ HAL COGGER & MIKE TYLER Australia's leadin~ herpetologists 
; PETER HARLOW report1ng on Water Dra~ons from his la1:.est 

research . 
f. HARRY EHMAN~ - President of the Australasian Association 

of Herpe~ological Societies. 

From ~he A. C .T. 

t: RICHARD BARW [CK on lungtish and ~e Evo\utiO(\ 
~ RICHARD LONGMORE on SnaKes of the ~. C .T. 
« ROBEWr JENKINS on Salt - wa~er Crocodi l es 

we are also extremely fortuna1:.e that DAVID CARTER and RICHARD 
LONGMORE will be able to provide f1rst-hand reports on the First 
World Congress of Herpetology . 

0 

WHAT'S IN A NAME ? Unravelling the mysteries of scien tific 
nomenclature has also been suggested as a topic for enlightenment 
at a future meeting . 
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Groduote ond honours students under Dr. 8orwick's supervision hove 
worked on o wide voriety of reptiles ond omphi bions, including: Egemio 
ca/JflintJ!tomi. E stJxatiHs. E J+'!titii. Eremioscincus ric!JordstJIJi.Ctenotus - . . . . 
mgiYS:. Leialapismtf entec~tetJtJx~. L. guic.henat~·. L. tnlinet1t~ L. delict!ttt.. 
l met all/cum.. L. ucellotum.. LeristtJ ~·ont!JtJrQ.. L. ptlnctotuvittotQ.. 
SphenamorphtJs I!J'mfJtmtl/11.. Psetldemuio spencer/. AnntJtis mtJCCuy~: 
~tltia-tmvlengeri,. Amphi/Jolwl/S diemtmsi:.~. 6eltyrt1 ¥t!riegtfttt.. 
Oip/Moctylus dometJS:. 0 tessellotus.. Heteronatio billoe~: VorttntJS vontJs., 
Cheladino longicollis,. r~~ettdophryne S:PP .. and Cnnio spp. Other students 
hove mode studies on the thermol physiology ond ecology of freshwoter 
fish, morsupio1s and bots. 

Part of the Incorporation process is the appointment of a 
Public Officer for a 5ocictY. 

The A.C.T. Herpetological Association is extremely 
fortunate that the eminent zoologist and long-standing 
herpetologist Dr. Richard Barwick has graciously agreed 
to be the Public Officer for the association. We would 
like to express our gratitude to Dick, who was a 
foundation member of the A.C.T. Herpetological Working 
Group. 

n. . 



WINTER WEEKEND AT ROSEDALE 

Will the diamond py~hons at the coast be 
indul~i ng in winter basking or not? well 

~ there is only o ne way to f1nd out, and in any 
' t\'. case . it is a ~ooci time of r.he year to flee 
~~ the Canberra cold for the more tempera~e 

coas~al re~1 ons. 
II 

t' 
( I 

' J 
Accommoda~1on will be in two hol1da~ houses 
in ~iller Street - toea- number oi beds 16 . 
The su~~ested dates are, ~-6 Au~us~. 

here are s~il: a :ew beds not booKed. so 1f you are 1n~eres~ec 
phone ~~ -gd3 or s1~~ on at the Julv meecin~. 

A WEEKEND IN THE DEUA: with the goannas and others. 
Leader: DAVE CARTER 

A SUNDAY ~T BALLABA: A herpetolo~ical survev of che Gre~orY 
?roper~y . 

Leader: ROSS BEN~ETT 

TilE SEARCH FOR UNECHIS FLAGELLUM: Location - New South wales 
Leader: RICHARD LO~GMORE 

p.'no\-o : 
R.A\der. 



CIO 

) 

ROSS BENNETT is a~ain leadin~ a herpetolo~1cal weekend 
a~ the Barren Grounds Bird Observatory. Entitled 
"SLITHERS BY DAY , CROAKS BY NIGHT" it w1ll be he ld from 
10-12 ~ovember , 1989, and, as the ti~le sugges~s. will 
1nvolve fora~ing for fro~s bv n1ght and searching f or 
reptilian residents of Barren Grounds oy day (including 
d.iamond py~hons l . \ 

T cost of the weekend is S96 . .. wh1ch includes , 
~ ommodation, all meals from Fridav ~1nner (8 .00p . m. l 6-
to Sunday lunch. The depos1t of 320 required to ~r 
reserve a place in the course should be addressed ~o: ~ , _ . 

,..., , ~ ~ / .itO[ 
. ::l--- 11}0' ~ 

~ ----~ BARREN GROUNDS BIRD OBSERVATORY, P.O. BOX 3, JAMEROO, N.S.w . 2533 

A new brochure detailing all Spring and Summer courses is 
available from the same address. 

A 6Af 'lAND 

It was fit t1 ng that ROBERT J ENKINS <author of "Rept1les 
of the Austral1an High Country' ) should return co 
Canberra in ~ime for last month's historic AGM, as Hank 
was of course one of the found1n~ memoers of the A. C .T. 
herp ~roup. Hank has come bacK to head tne Wilalife 
Policy Section of the Australian National Par ks and 
Wildl1fe Servic~. His responsibilities include the 
Australian Bira and Bat Banding Scneme plus Aust r alia's 
involvement in a number of international treaties such 
as C.I . T.E.S. ,{The Convention on International Trade in 
Endan~ered Suecies of Wild Fauna and Floral the 
International· Wetlands Convention, the Japanese­
Australian and Chinese- Austra:1an ~igratory Bird 
Agre~ments an d. the Internationa: whalin~ Commission. 
Although he won'~ exactly have time hangin~ heavily on 
his hands, Hann has agreed to speak to the Association 
to br1n~ us :o dace with crocodile mana£ement and 
research in tne ~.T . ~eanwh1le the rest of the Jenkins 
family is winto~i ng over in Darwin to see out the 
school year bei ?re returning: sout n . 

~. 

ANNA NATHAN is preparin~ a sKetch 
Herpetolo~ical Association T-shirt, 
Physignathus lese urii, hope fully to be 
meeting. 

des12:n for 
featuring 
displayed 

an A. C.T . 
of course, 

at the July 

TIM DBVESON has s ilk-scr een i n g c ontacts, 
fruitfu l co- ope r ation . 

so it s hould be a 

t 



-·e-we a =~ 

THE PEOPLil\G OF THE p _~CIFIC 

Alan Thorne & Robert Raymond 
The book of the ABC TV series 

Lt\1 
6. 



MAN ON THE RIM 

The eleven-part television series "Man on the R1m: The 
peoplin~ of the Pacific", currently showing on Thursday 
nights on ABC TV, is the work of one of our members. 
Alan Thorne, who presents the films. also co-wrote the 
scripts with Director Robert Raymond. The series is 
about the human colonisation of the Pacific Basin, from 
the first arrival of humans in Asia a m1llion years 
ago, down to the final spread of the Polynesians only 
1000 years aco. The only reptiles in the series are 
Komodo Dra~ons whtch Alan and his par~y filmed i n 1987 . 
Alan says he didn't trv to ca~ch a Komoao but dtd eaten 
many reptt le s in different places while he was filming, 
i ncludin~ a pair of vipers l1ving on ~he permafros~ in 
central Siberia. 

The ser1es is relevan~ to herpetology because of the 
lon~-term relationsh tp between humans and environments 
all round and across the Pacif1c Ocean. The pr~nistory 
of the Pactftc is an important background to any 
understand1ng of the dis~r1bu~1on and ecolo~y of 
rept1les in the Pacific half of the world. In Asia 
humans, animals and en,·ironmen~s have evolved ~o~e~her 
for more than a millton years. Human presence in the 
Americas for more than ~0,000 years has strongly 
1nfluenced those continents env1ronments' and faunas. 
In Australia the regular burning of all parts of the 
country by Abori~ines and ~heir ancestors for tnousands 
of years has influenced the diversity and richness of 
specific regions, with impl1cat1ons for ~he fauna, 
1ncluding reptiles and frogs. Even more imporr.an~ 
today in Australia is the cessa~ion of that burning in 
the last 200 years. The policy of preven~1on or fires 
1n national parks and o~her ousnlanci is causin~ maJOr 
chan~es to ~hese environments and ~hus a reduction of 
rept1le d1versi~y and numbers. 

The television series con~inues through Julv and Augus~ 
wi~h films on Chi na and Japan and later on Cen~ral and 
South America, ending with the Polynesian m1grat1ons to 
Hawaii and Easter Island, w~~~ the disastrous effects 
on an1mal popula~1ons that resulted from those 
colonisations. There is a book of the ser1es and 
cassette tapes of the films are available from ~he ABC 
Shop . 

Gt-\~R\ AL \J\DEO . 

'o•• Oa,·e Carter . who nro~tded the commen~ary ana As preci1ctea y _ 

answered quest1ons, the German video film on Gharials 1ncluded 
some outstanding and fascina~ing photo~raphv bv HEI~Z SIELMA~ . 
par~ 1 cularv of egg-laving and ha~~ntng and suos~quent paren~al 
care. Interes~ing potn~s or compar1son wtth Austral1an 
crocod1 les were made 1n the discusston, ~he poss1b1e danger 1n 

d b · d t. ~· d '"n· e effect of artificial conserva~ton metho s etng 1 en 1r1e as v 

incubation on the sex ratios of hatchlings . 

As the quality of the video 
investigate the possibility 
films from this source. 

was so ~ood it was decided to 
of showing further herpetological 
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HERPETOLOGICAL TECHNIQUES COURSE 

OFF . . . . ON •... OFF .. . . ? 

Jus~ when it appeared all d1if1cult1es haa been 
overcome there was a further hl~ch 1n tne form o~ 
finance for technical back - up, a question of ~no coula 
find another 3~00 ..... ? 

It has to be adm1ttea that the prospects fJr the ~ause 
bein~ offered th1s spr~n~ do no~ looK good. Hoover n1: 
desperandum: The latPst proposal from Harrv Ehmann ; 
for a course in f1rs~ term 1990, ~1th ~n 1ntens. e 
weeKend of theorv 1n Sydnev to be =ollo~~d bv weekenci 
field- tr1ps at venues between Canberra and Svdney. 
What do you think? <currentlY there are twenty names 
on the list of prospective part1c1pants l . 

MIKE TYLER responded with his usual 
The su~~ested October arran~ement 
meettn~ of the Board of the SA 
enthusiast1c about e1ther speakin~ 
workshop ~ome t1me this spring. 

promptness and eff1c1ency . 
clashes with the monthly 
~useum, but he remains 
or ass1st.1n~ with a frog 

Latest su~~est1ons include not only a 

SPRI~G FROG WORKSHOP 

...... 

also a 
<::::""' 

~~ 
~ ~ .k' 

PHOTOGRAPHY~hORKSHOP ~ \ 

in which the monthly talK would oe followed up 
w1th a we~Kend ~orkshop photograph 1n~ rept1les in 
the field. The Associat1on is extremely fortunate 
1n having as members outstanding wildl i fe 
photographers JOMN WOMBEY and ROB ~ENKINS . 

- ---
\0. 



SCHOOLS' SCIENCE FAIR 

To encourage a Krea~er awareness of and in~erest in herpetology 
in schools, i~ was decided a~ our last comm1~tee meetin~ to offer 
book prizes at both the primarv and secondary level for the bes~ 
en~ries with a herpetological component in the Science Fair. 

JudKin~ will 
entr1.es will 
.-\U.KUS t; -- t 1. 

take place o n the 
oe displa,ed 1n 

3rd and ~th of Au~ust and all 
Woden Plaza dur1n~ ~he weeK of 

As our sponsorsnip was ~oo late to be included in the Science 
Fair litera~ure circula~ed ~o schools. i~ is unlikely ~hat there 
~ill be much response this year. Ho~ever it is hoped tnere will 
be seeaing effect which may influence s~udents in their selection 
of top1cs for research nex~ year. 

,.,.JO rvo..,..J lo Oe....,orvs fRA1'£ 
llo-.J f'}ll, l<tr-J~ flP.tJ&,./fV flt rt-5 
!. vu.t.. N'~O A V4t.lJN1"e€.R 
t=RD,... "f"Nt AvDI?:tv(..c . • 

?lease cont1nue to contribute your comments and suggest1ons for 
speakers. topics, excursions and workshops for YOUR 
\ssociat.ion ... 

. . . . And wh1le on ~he subject. of contributions. it is great to 
ha~e book rev1ews, Keneral ar~icles, member news and last but 
::, .. no means leas~. 1llust.ra:.ions and cart-oons from members. "e 
would like to build up a oank of illustrations which can be drawn 
upon (sorry about the pun) when the newsletter is being 
assembled. So , don't wait to be asked. If you would like to 
des1gn the cover one month, reYiew a book, write an article or if 
you have anvthin~ at all to con~ribute , please le~ me know! 

CORRECTION: The application submi~ted ~o ~he PETER 
RANKIN TRUST FUND FOR HERPETOLOGY to study water 
dragons 1s actually a joint submission from JOSHUA 
DORROUGH and NICK THORNE, not solely from Josh as 
reported 1n the June newsle~ter, so, apolo~ies to ~1ck, 
and good luck to both of you in your enterprising 
pro.) ect. 

JoshuQ and ~ \ c\<. ha\Je ius\ be~n no~S,eJ 
~a~ the1r o?p\,cah·on has been success~u\- D 

, , r:> ~ mn ~@ ~ 'l?n0 n_ ~ c;?n ~M ~ 



AUSTRAUA'S REPTILES: 
A PHOTOGRAPHIC REFERENCE 
TO THE TERRESTRIAL REPTILES 
OFAUSTRAUA 
by Stephen K. Wilson and David G. 
Knowles. Collins, Australia. 1988, 
447pp .• $75 

Reptiles abound in Ausl!alia. With over 
700 species representing 16 families, this 
diversiCy is matched by few areas on the 
globe. The authors of this superb book 
have, for reasons known only to them­
selves, decided to omit all completely 
aquatic reptiles, i.e. turtles, crocodiles 
and sea snakes, and have concentrated 
their efforts only on terrestrial forms. 
Included, however, are all of the aquatic 
colubrid snakes and the two species of 
aquatic file snakes. This approach 
reduces the value of the book as a 
detinitive work on Australia's reptiles. 

What the authors do present is sim­
ply the finest photographic record of 
Australia's terrestrial reptiles that I have 
seen. For herpetologists to be keen 
photographers of their subjects is not 
unusuaL After all, who else would be 
prepared, nay, willing, to crouch on all 
fours to get a close-up head shot of a 
taipan or death adder from 20cmsl 
Stephen Wilson and David Knowles 
have taken this a step further, indeed 
several steps further, by producing such 
exquisite living photographs of almost 
every terrestrial Australian reptile so far 
described that I wanted to have enlarge­
ments of all of them festooning my office 
walls! Wilson and Knowles produced 
the majority of the photographs them­
selves; several equally excellent shots 
taken by colleagues are acknowledged. 

As Jeanette Conacewich, Senior 
Curator (Reptiles) Queensland Mu­
seum, says in the foreword to the book, 
Stephen Wilson and David Knowles are 
outstanding self-taught naturalists. as 
was the first major observer of 
Australia's reptiles, John White, in 
2.2 Bogong No.2, 1989 

1790. We have come a long way since 
then, despite having relatively few 
herpetologists to study, describe and 
document a herpetofauna as large as 
those of Europe and ~orth America 
combined! 

The book is basically arranged in two 
sections, lizards and snakes. Families 
are described in turn, with a brief inlro­
duction containing excellent line draw­
ings depicting certain diagnostic fea­
tures, followed by individual l!eaunent 
of all included species within the family, 
arranged alphabetically by genus. This 
individual l!eaunent takes the form of a 
description, comments on preferred 
habitat and microhabitat and a conclud­
ing section covering any specific com­
ments of interest for the species 
concerned. I found the comments, al­
though necessarily brief, far from super­
ficial and generally most helpful. In 
particular, the information contained 
under 'microhabitat' is especially valu­
able to those workers not familiar with a 
particular species. 

Centered in the book is the photo­
graphic section, which covers in the 
following sequence the dragon lizards 
(Agamidae), geckos (Gekkoridae), 
legless lizards (Pygopodidae), skinks 
(Scincidae), goannas (Varanidae), ftle 
snakes (Acrochordidae), pythons 
(Boidae), colubrid snakes (Colubridae), 
elapid snakes (Elapidae) and the blind 
snakes (Typhlopidae). Not only is al­
most every species represented (I 
counted only 21 of the 632 Australian 
terrestrial species not included), various 
colour varieties and morphs are also 
depicted, including certain sexually 
dismorphic species. The average size of 
the photographs, 5 x 8cms, is a little 
small, but because of the excellent qual­
ity of the prints, the sharpness, the 
contrast and the particular pose of the 
specimens, nothing is lost . At the 
bottom of the photograph of each species 
is a map of Australia indicating, with the 

We would like to express our appreciation to the Editor of 
"Bogong" magazine for permission to reprin t Richard Longmore's 
book review. '' Bogong" is available from the Environment Centre 
for $2 . 70. \2 



familiar 'block ink blot' technique, an 
approximate distribution for the species. 
The maps are too small to provide any 
but a very rough guide to the distribution 
and as such should be used with some 
caution. Because of this limitation in size 
it is impossible to gauge fine distribution 
boundaries. 

The rwo main sections of the book 
are prefaced by small sections en tided 
'How To Use This book' and 'The 
Australian Habitats'. 

A colour map of Australia indicates 
approximate boundaries to climatic 
zones and a series of superb colour 
photographs which illustrate examples 
of Australian habitat complete the habi­
tatS section. 

Following the main sections are 
appendices on (a) fust aid treatment of 
snakebite (oddly out of place in this 
book) and (b) a checklist of australian 
lizards and non-marine snakes (provid­
ing the reader with a useful list of scien­
ti"" names). This checklist refrains from 

; common names, though such 
coinmon names, where entrenched in 
the literature or reasonablly well ac­
cepted, are used in the main sections. 
The use of common names is a vexing 
question, an issue often debated. 

Bea.J.J:Su\ ju-..ten,\e 

ReJ. 'oe\\,ed 'o\ac~ s~ 

A detailed glossary and a very useful 
selected bibliography for both general 
references and specialised references for 
individual taxa complete the book. 

The nomenclature, or scientific 
names, adopted in the book requires 
some comment, although I do not wish 
to enter into the current major debate 
on this matter in this review. Where 
taxonomists differ in their interpretation 
of nomenclature, the authors have made 
their own assessments. 

The cost of producing high qualicy 
works enricl!ed wilh colour plates con­
tinues to rise alarmingly. Publishers 
must always weigh the need to keep 
costS down against the desire to achieve 
the ftnest end product. For a price of 
around $75.00 I think they have 
achieved this fine balance, however I 
fear that they may still have scared off 
certain potential purchasers, particu­
larly students. The thought of using this 
expensive book as a 'field guide', as 
suggested in the inside dust-jacket 
would be daunting to many, unless of 
course they had rwo copies, for field and 
library! 

My criticisms of this book are small 
and are easily ourweighed by my overall 

impression that this book has achieved 
what it set out to do, and ac.h.ieved it 
splendidly, with an excellent, profes­
sional final product. It is, without 
doubt, the best photographic reference 
to Australia's terrestrial reptiles and 
will, I would imagine, remain so for 
many years. I'm sure the authors won't 
rest on their laurels, however, and future 
editions will see the very few m.i.ssing 
photographs gradually added. 

Richard Longmore 

STILL AVAILABLE FOR PCRC~~SE, both at the discount price of S3. 
" THERE'S A FROG IN MY STOMACH" by ."like Tyler and "HERPETOFAC:-.iA", 
the twice-yearly magazi ne of the Australas ian Association of 
Herpetological Societies. · 

l-0 . 



BUSH 
CAPITAL 
by 'INDlGOFERA' 

It is encouraging to note that IAN WARDEN reads his 
herpetological newsletter. Ian acted upon the note about 
Hem1ergis maccoyi in ~ember's ~ews last monch, phoned Richard 
Longmore, then explored the quest ion raised in ·· BCSH CAPITAL" 
!Canberra Times, Wed . June 211 . Thanks Ian for writing this up 
with your customary flair for commun1cating detailed 1nformat1on 
in such an enterta1~1ng , provocative and brillianclv descripcive 
scvle. 

Her~ 1s a repr1nt for those who ~issed it . 

Canberra nerpe~oi>~:st R1chara ~onemore lookea unc~r and ~hen 
1ns1de a lo o 1n :he Brlndaba-~as on one recen-. cni:l7 aa~ ana 
had conslaPrio1e succ~ss. d1scov~r1n~ tnree ctny skinKs huddled 
tocether in thetr wtn[er torpor. Thev were as a0rman~ as puoi1c 
ser~ants when he picKed cnem up, but, energised oy tne warmth of 
his hand, soon ~ot a wri~gle on. 

fhese sktns were apPct~ens of Hemier~1s ~accoyi , a beau~iful and 
pet.t~e spect,..s t-"t':"l a pol.ntea sr.out, :n1nu"te ear open.:.n;rs and fi, . .,. 
ftn~ers and ~oes. They are a rich, shiny brown ana ·nere is a 
rela-:~e chubbtness about tneir lon2 ~atls. 

Hermier~is maccoyi is particularly interestin2, Richard explained 
to me, because 1n sptte of the fact that ic occurs in places li~e 
the Brindabellas . which are fiendisnly cold and frost - ravaged and 
even snow covered ,I pride ~yself that in a long car~er I have 
never called a mount.aln "snow - clad"! r'or some part of the year, 
thev are eg~-lavin~ . Eg•-lavin2 is an anc1ent and not verv 
sophisttcatea r~prociuctive strateg·-. and makes even :ess sense Ln 
cold places where frost can free=e and destroy the eggs . Verv 
gene=ally spea~1ng, reptiles do not like the COLd. and for 
example ther-e are no geckos or goannas i!'l reallv- chill:· places. 
Reptiles can not ~enerate any warmth of the1r own and need some 
warm~h from the sun to enable them to strut their stuff. 

But those reptiles tha"t. ao occur i n cold places usually are 
spec~es that g1ve birth to live young . The ACT's two mounta1n 
snakes, the copperhead and t.he ~hite - lipped snake, have ltve 
voun~. wnile the brown snake, which has no mountatneerin~ 
ambicions and never occurs at ~reac alti"t.udes, lays eg1s. 
Another sk~nk . Egernia wn1t~i wh1~ti. which is :ouna at 
inhospitable Kosctusko. has live youn g . 
The abilitv to ~ive btr~h to ltve voung is a sophtst1cation of 
the techniques of reproductton. I hesitate to mentton evolution 
to a people who , fro m the letters to my ed1tor, seem too 
credulous to believe in it, but eg~ -layi nc seems to be old ­
fashioned and tnefftcient , while ~ivtn~ birch to live youn g is an 
evolutionary sophisttcation . Live voung are better able to gird 
up Their lotns and start fend1ng for themseh·es 1.;hile e~gs just 
lie around, vulnerable to freez1n~ . des1ccation ana predation . 

R1chard thinks it 1s amazin~ that Hemter~is maccovi has done so 
well in the Brindabellas . They appPar to be ltvin~ dangerouslv 
because our summers a r e so short and because some e~~s a n d 
perhaps some young are surely destroyed by sudden, unsea sonal 
fr o s t s. He t h i nks ~ ha t they may b e egg- l a ye r s ra t he r than 
bear e r s o f live young because t h ey may b e ~elics of an ancien t 
time when our r e g ion in ~eneral and the Br i nd abellas i n 
part i c ular had a bal mi er climate . 

\4-. 



.._... 

In case anyone missed i~, we also include 
excellent "Letter to the Editor.'' 

Matters reptilian 
Received May Z4 

THE SATURDAY (May 20l Letters 
page ra1sed a cou pie of mailers rep­
tilian on whtch I'd like to comment. 
Firstly I hesttate [0 tnterrupt a good 
scrap between creationists and en· 
volutionists but the protagonists 
should delve a little into the natural 
history of pythons before declaring 
as totally useless the small cloacaJ 
spu~:S borne by t~ese snakes. The 
spurs are largest tn male pythons 
and appear to be used to stimu!:ne 
the female during courtship. In cap­
tivity fcm:lle pythons are known to 
be very choosey about mates and 
perhaps it is only males sk1lled in 
the use of their cloacal spurs who 
find favour during the breeding sea­
son. For them the1r spurs are hardly 
totally useless. 
Secondly, in the debate over man­
agement of our south-eastern forests 
11 1s often pointed out that nauve 
b1rds and mammals require tree 
hollows. However. one of our most 
spectacular forest-<iwelling species. 
the lace monitor, also regularly 
makes use of tree hollows. My field 
research and that of others from the 
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COMMITTEE MEETING: 
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DAVlDCARTER 
Department ofZoology 

Australian Nattonal Uni,·e~ity 
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The first mee~in2 of the ne~ly elected 
be held at 7.30 pm on ~onda~ J uly 31 
disappear overseas) at 2~8 Dryandra 
wishes to suggest agenda items, please 
Baker-Finch on 512411 . 
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Oepartmenr of 

Environment, Conservation end Tourism 
160 Ann Street, Brisbane 

Dr c. J . L:iJnpus 
Ext 52 

22 xay 1989 

P.O. Sox 155 
Brisbane 
North Quay 
Queensland, 
4002 
Australia. 
Fax: (07) 229 1535 

'!he <;:ueensland TUrtle Researc.'l ?roj~ urrler t.~e leacership of Dr c.:. :.: .. .--:~t:.S 
Se11ior Zoolcgist, Queens larrl ~auora.: Parks arxi Wildl1_fe Sertice, • ..,:.:..:_ c~-:a 
for :x.s tlie.nt'J-seccnd ccr..secut::.ve season u.'lis st.maner . It ·Nil:!.. ccm:.:.r."t.:e -:.:J 

provi.de ~r--....m.icy fer so..:dern:s , graeua1:.e5 and ot:...'":e..-rs i.'1t:"'res-~ in se"' 
"tur-...les to par:.J..cipare in a field researc..'1 ar::d inre .. rp..re-cation ?~ on s 
turt2.e biolcx;y arx:i san:i dur.e ecclcgy. 

'Th.e base for the turtle resea.rc.~ arx:i .interpretation ;..rill be sirua:a:d at: 
Mon Repos on the am::labe.....-g cca.st. Aco a•atcd.ation for students, graduat:eS ar:d 
teac.'1e....-rs assisti.nq in t.'1e proJect: ;..ril:. be proviced at: the beac.'1 in d:e for:a 
of tent:.s. 'Th.cse -..,~ to use t:..'"lei= own tent:.s may do so. Par-~cipam::s a._re 
required to fin:i their a..m transport: to Bundaberg where they will be :net:. No 
be::ld.irq is supplied. Each person . ..,ill contribln::a to the costs of maals. 

'lhe cairp will be available to a limited number of studern:s frcm l Cecamber 
1989 to 28 February 1989 . Volnnt:.eers will be ac:::epted to visit for any 
pericd dur~ t.'1is i:ilre for a :xu.ru111Llill of or.e week. 'nle so:dy WU: cem:_-e 
pr incipally arourrl the ":agg~ ard YreaSUrin;J of adult nesi:!nq and hat:c.'1li.'1g 
logge....l"bead, fla':!:ack ard gr-:::en sea tur-....les. r::ata will be recorded on size 
and nesting behaviour of adult turUes, nightly ~density, seasonal egg 
prcduction, incubation success and t..~e ~ct: of human ac-:ivities on tlle 
rooke._ry. 

Volunteers . ..,is."rir:g to par...icipat:.e in tile irn::.erpre"Cation of sea tur-...2.e o~olo._ 
arxi conservation to tcm:'ists will receive guidance. 'nley may also seek 
involvement in the management program at Man Repos, an envi.roranent:al park. 
Where resources permit it, previously selec+-...ed trained volunteers will be 
given the opportunity to participate in sea b.lrtle researc.'"l arxvor 
intel:pretation work at ot:.~er rookeries. 

'Ihcse .!..nt:.er-:>...sta:i in ~icipat:.J"¥;J are invited to c:rrplet:.e ~':e ae-....ac.~ .:::r.:l 
arrl rerum it prc.:mpt.ly (before 15 August 1989) to: 

Dr C.J . Li.Irpus ('I\lrtie Research) 
Northern Regional Centre 
Qld National Parks and Wildlife Service 
P.O. Box 5391 
TCWNSVIllE MAIL ct..~, Qld 4810 

.'/~~---- I 
N. Dawson 
A/DIRECTOR RErnEATION AND PLANNING 

\0. 



~ 
~UE!JISLAND TURTLE PE3EARCH PPOJECT 

Tentative arrange~nts for participation: 

Detach and return to Dr . C. J.Limpus, Di v is1on of Conservac:~n, 
\ '\)..- Porks and ;fi I dllfe, P. 0 . Box 53°1, To•msvi II e, 4810, Austr ~I: •· 

_, 

~~urname: Othet- name 

Age : ------- y r Cun- en t ~-1or k I st ud y : ------------------------

Vacation address : 

Tentative dates for assisting : 

n·.:.nsport 

F~-om 

car, o~·m .•. 0 
car, other .. Cl 
motor-bi k e .. 0 
hitching ... 0 
train ...... 0 
bus ......•. 0 
plane .. . .. . 0 

Phone: 

Phone : 

To : 

I require to be mec : 12s •.. a 
no . ... G 

Arr1val date I I 

t1me 

Airline/ bus company : ----------------­
Final travel arrangements can be confirmed if necessary . 

I can take ____ passengers TO Men Repos 
FROM 

Closing date for applications 31 August 

-
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