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NEWSTETTER

have believed that such a tiny frog could be so complicated?
The talk by Will Osborne at the last meeting ( 30-6-88 ) on the lifehI-story and habitat use by the Corroboree Frog Pseudophryne cooroboree
showed that life for herps in alpine areas is more or less easy if you go about it the right way. Will's talk was backed up by
superb slides covering aspects of the ecology of this particularly
brilliant
littIe beast. Thank you Wi1l.
Who woul-d

Results of Annual General Meeting
After considerable discussion to define the positions of chairperson,
Newsletter Editor/Talks organisgr and Treasurer, a vote was taken on
each of these positions.
Jo Vandermark, in her absence but with her
agreementrwas voted in unapposed as chairperson. WilI Osborne and
Ross Bennett found themselves co-editing the newsl-etter and arranging
speakers for the meeting, and, after'a small amount of persuasion,
Dom Pook became the keeper ofthe coin with PauI Hardiman agreeing
to show him how book-juggling produces profi-t. Dean Ward must
have the traveJ- bug as he has taken on a new role as the person to
generate field trips and outings.
Thankyou to the outgoing committee: Dean Ward, Paul Hardiman and
Ross Bennett.

\f

A number of possible activities for the months ahead were discussed
including visits to the CSIRO museum at Gungarlin and the Australian
Museum in Sydney, a look at the herpetofauna along the Shoafhaven
Ri-ver, tiger hunting(without elephants ) near Goulburn, pythons on
the south coast, reptiles in small remnant woodland patches north of
HaJ-JWerll keep you posted.
In the meantime donrt be backward about coming forward if you see or
hear a herp happening, feel free to take up space in the newsletter.
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'Colour confusion - variation within
some species of reptiles..
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Wildlife Prosecutions in Oceania Region
conpiled bg Frank Antram, TRAFFIC(Oceania)

AUSTRALIA
Federal:
I 0- I I November I 982, at perth District
Court,
Western Australia, peter and Rosaleen Robson oi
Fremantle, Western Australia, were convicted on three
counts of attempting to export Australian native reptiles
without a permit, contrary to Section 2l(b) of tne Witaliie
Protection (Regulation of Exports & Imports) Act i9;,
through Section 7 of the Crimes Act 1914. fne-colpie
had. pleaded guilty to charges that they had maiied
packag€s containing Iive reptiles at Bentley post Office

On

on^I5 January 1985, 9 September I9g6 and l5 September
I986 to dealers in Denmaik and F.R. Germany. A'total oi

57 reptiles, comprising 4l Shinglebacks Trachydosaurus
two lUestern Bearded Dragons-Tmp-hJE6juiii
minimus, one Vestern_ Blue-tongue? Liza;fffi
gcgipitatis eight skinks Scincidae spp. and tive gEIftEi
Gekkonidae spp.r and estimatei to Ue '' *oritr
approximately A$20 000 (US$I4 000) on the European
market, were found in the packages before they lefi the
country. Peter Robson was senlenced to nine months
imprisonment to be suspended upon entry into a
recognisance in the sum of A$lO bOO to be oi gooJ
behaviour
_for three years He was also fined A$2'OO0:
Rosaleen Robson was also sentenced to nine months
imprisonment to be suspended upon entry into a
recognisance in the sum of ,{$-5000 to be of gooJ
behaviour for two years.
ruFgsus,

festce t]u.-t6rtsf ued Li*rd
tl]iqu. eclplta-lls

Glass in the snake
i\IETRE-LONG snake
flA lsn{s( upon the operating
table at the University of

*,, Florida's veterinary school last
month after swallowing tn,o
IS-watt light bulbs. Vets there
surmise that the snake mistook
the bulbs for a tasty meal of
hen's eggs rvhile searching for
light lunch. It clearly took to
the first and happily guzzled
dorvn the seeond.
Surgery to remove the bulbs
rYas carried out by Elliot
Jacobson, pietured here with
an X-ra, that located the bulbs
after the snake rlas brought in
for diagnosis.
Jacobson hopes that the
snake will soon rerorer, and
that it can be retumd to the
rrild before long.
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The following account is condensed f rom an article in the rDaily Mirrorr of
The article dramatically illustrates
May
I 9BB. The author is Kerry Wakefield.
how easily things can go wrong - even for experts.
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The pair pere about
2km from their four-

wheel drive vehicle. Fischer told Bredl to sray

pul while he Bot the

truck, but Bredl refused.
and started to walk very
s)owly back to the irack,

pressing down on the
bite to slow the venom's

circulation.

By the time Bredl gob
to the trbck he wa-s in a
bad way - the walk had

propelled the venom

through hls sYstem.

When Fischer drove
off wildly down the dirt

track, Bredl vomrted and

- lapsed

ness.

inlo unconscious-

firmly and keep still.

A decision was made to
get Bredl to Adelaide as

fast as possible.

At

2.l5pm the FIAH's

I(ing Air heiicopter iook

off, with Bredl

hooked

up Lo machines measurrng his heart action, his

breathing capacity and

the oxygen ln his blood.
At d30pm they arrived
in Adelaide, bui Bredt's
condition was deteriorating: hlr speech h8d

started to slur, his grlp

b,ad grown weak and he

was suffering double vi-

sion-

