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A.C.T. HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION QUL

The last meeting of the ACT Herpetological Association wes attended by 12 members.
The talk for the evening was given by Micheel Lau. Micheel provided a very
comprehensive introduction to almost all of the herpetofauna of Hong kong. The slides
of reptiles and emphibians were spectacular, and to some of us untravelled members,
the slides of habitats, countryside and market gardens were equally of interest. Thanks
to Micheel for presenting his talk.

We welcome two new members, Sue Tudor of Braidwood and Paul Scanlon of Red Hill.
The Associstion now has 28 members who regulerly attend its meetings and talks.

Next meeting and talk

The next meeting of the Herpetological Association will be held on Thursday 24 July in
the meetings room of the Department of Zooiogy, ANU, at 7.30 pm. There will not be a
business meeting. If people have urgent business matters to discuss, a few minutes
could be devoted to this before the evenings talk commences.

The talk/slides will be by John Wombey (CSIRO Wildlife and Rangelands Research).
The topic is:

REPTILES AND FROGS OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY AND HOW NOT TO
PHOTOBRAPH THEM

John will show slides of this herpetofaunally rich area ( including Kekadu National
Park) and will give some tips on how to go about photographing frogs and reptiles.

He will be bringing along some of his personal photographic equipment to demonstrate
its use.

Forthcoming seminar

At our August meeting Rick Longmore of the Bureau of Flora and Fauna will give an
update on the now slmost finalised Atles of Australian Elapid Snakes. Rick's talk is
called "A long awaited tail: the Elapid Atlas of Australis reaches completion™.

1988 Herp Conference

Rick Longmore has informed us of & proposal by Queensland Museum Herpetologists,
Jeanette Covacevich and Glen Ingram, to host a Bi-centennary Herpetological
Conference in Brisbane in 1988, Rick volunteered to write a letter of encouragement
to Jeannette and Glen ( copy enclesed). The Association feels that this would be a resl
plus for Qld Herpetology, given the states very rich, but neglected herpetofauna.
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Coatimeed from Page |
Umiversily. Siephen Karsen,
a young Smencan, now hack
m Michigan, and Father
Bogadek himsell, an liahan
of Slav descent from Trieste
wha has regarded Hong Kong
I Bt ome since | 94E
LE L]

=l was John Romer who
ot me interested i repliles’”
says Father Bogadek. | firs
mei him o 1975 He was
pving ome extra-mural lec-
tures ol Hong Kong Univers
siiv, and 1 was one of the
sludenti

"Alfier one becture he per-
susded me 1o join the MNawu-
mal History Saciety of Hong
kong Meal he encouraged
me 1o have 3 go a1 collecung
5o | began climbing about the
shopes behond the umiversity
— not far from 51 Louws
School, where | work: and
much 10 my surprise | came
across a fair number of
snakes. | was very inexpen-
enced in those davs — just
abowt every specimen | took-
ta Romer for sdentilicatson

“Abo 10 my surprse. |
found that my collecting -
uvities became wweful 1o
Romer  Because of a back
zilmeni he was physically un-
abde 1o endertake field work
o difficult terrain

“He was extremeh inter-
c3led in the specimens that |
brought 1n. cipcially simce
wyeral belonged 10 speoies
which had nmol been sghted
for some vears. In @or i was
news 1o him (hat there was an
arel s nich in repiles s
wlose o own ™

Cne thing led 1o anather
Farher Bogadek ovended his
oodbecting o take in hzards,
frogs and turtles as sell as
snakes — indeed ke necded
frogs as foond fusr womie of the
saakes. He also spread bus net
wider. making ¢ypeditions 1o
Lantae and ather ilands and
many remole pans of the
MNew Termiones

He boused the codlection,
today compnsing about 20
species, in 2 basement of the
schood building As 1 began
w gros, his science siedenis
hecame progressavels imviolve
od Many s1aned 1o share his
enthusaasm and voung volun-
woErl wort now poening him
on his explomuons. A 5t
Lows herpetological  group
ws foremied

LA

It was a1 thes wiage. in
197TE, that & studious [4-year-
okd boy, Micheel Lau Wi
mimg, entcred the Foem 111
mology class and came 1o has
veacher s atientien

Muchael Lau o deseribed

b, ¥
® Dedicated researcher: Michael Law Wai-ning at schoal,

by Father Bogadek as an
cacepionally shrewd obsery-
er of amimals and amimal
I b i

“He was am avid reader
and he had a keen eye for
detail In short he had —
and. I'm sure, rewins — the
talents needed for serows
sesentific research

“When il came 10 observ-
ing ammal physiology and
behaviour, his patience and
sharp cyesight were a grean
help. For example. they ena-
bled him 10 cstablish exactly
how one particularty small
snake se1 aboul caling minuic
termites — by firsy ing
ol the tharax of the Tnsece”™

In §981 Michael emiered
an esay compenilion spon-
sored by the World Wildlife
Fund. The picce thal he sub-
minted, largely aboul repliles,
took the first prize, which for
him was & naturalist’s unp 10
Nepal.

Reptile book
author looks
back on the
long years of
exploration

energy and  delermination
and. amazingly, when he s
oul to caich a cerlain
specimen he nearls alwawvs
came back with it He seem-

ofd o know cxaclly whch
stone to look under
| was with him once

chmbing up a sieam Ccourse
when we spotied a rare snake
i a pool about 110 feet deep
He dived strasght on after o

and brought o oul, though
this cost him guite & few
baics

“On anciher occasion he
armmved back at his school
with 2 Burmese python
{Hong Kong's biggest snake,
mhich cunm reach wiv mcties on
length) wrapped round him
He could walk for miles in
any sor Offl:ll.ll"llw. however
rugged. and in all weathers.™

The son of a Protesiant
mussionary icacher, Siephen
had swaned collccung snakes
al the age of eight. and vean

How two schoolboys and
a priest extended the
trail blazed by John Romer

Aged 21, be v pow in the
second  year of his beology
degree course in Australa. A
bright professional future is
predicted for him

L &

A few months afier Mich-
sel Lauv joined the schoal's
herpetological group, Father
Bogadek had o strange en-
Counter m 3 water-supply
tunnel near Sek Kong in the
course of o MNatsral Histary
Walk conducied by John
Romer

“1 had found a 1urle —
amd one of the party, 8 ginguers
haired Amencan boy, came
up 1o me and saud he wanied
lo take it home with him
Homer had o dissuade him,
by caplaining that i was a
protected specics and that a
permil fo relain a specimen
had 10 be first obmined from
the Agriculiure and Fisheries
Depariment,™

This was Bogadek's intro-
duction 1w Stephen Kgraen,
who was then a | 3-year-okd
student a1 the Hong Kong
International School a1 He-
pulse Ray and who was o
accompany the priest and
Michacl Lau on many a
subsequent collecting expedi-
Lign.

“Swephen proved himself
1o be an outstanding oollec-
tor™, ways Faither Bogadek,
“andd hr WL 3 mMOst whntual
charscier. He had enarmous

of ewpenence made him
adept al rECOERIBING 3 SPCCICS
in the ficld

He hmad alia ravelled
wadely. Fortunmely for his
lellow passengers on arcrafl,
none of the specimens he
aften carmed with i — in
poschets o an h;ml-him‘c
= gacaped whilke air-borne

Im & recent letter from
Michigan he reponed happaly
that he now had abour on
acres of land round ks hame
which he could esplore lor
repliles withoul restrclion

*In Hong Kong.” recalls
Father Bogadek, e found n
frustraning 10 be confronled
by motices proclaiming
‘Urown Land — Keep (ht'
of ‘Mold Property — He-
sincted Arca’. In fact he 1end-
ed 1o ignore such notices if he
thought there was a worthe
while specimen in the loca-
lign™

LT

It emerges that two of the
three authors of “Hong Kong
Amphibians and Repuiles™
were schonlboys a1 the ime
when they contribuied 1o the
work — and boys of widcly
divergent talents and make-
up.
What brought them and
Anthony Bogadek together?
Clearly, there was the com-
maon link with John Romer.
the “frend and icacher™ of
all three. Egually chearls, as

the dedication of the book
indicates, it was a sense of the
“wonders  of  herpetology”
which provided the dnving
force for their commuon
endeavours.

Butl what exacily are ihe
“wonders of  herpetology™
Whai is the magic attraction
of reptiles and amphibians®

Father Bogadek says u's
difficull 1o explain. and
pauses before replying “Pers
haps”. he suggesis finally
“the amswer lies 0 tt.]ul:u
and mystery, The form and
colouning of these crealures
are so fascinating. And, with
snakes, there 13 the Gscina-
ton of observing all” the
things 1hat creaturcs without
limbs manage 1o do.

“We know so little about
these ammals, because so
much af their lives 15 lived
whiere we can'l see them, One
repeatedly finds that what i
wrilten aboul them in books
and 15 generally accepted as
part of the authentic record o
coniradicied by one's own
observations,”

Clearing up myslencs
even minor oncs, says Father
Bogadek, brings momenis of
excitement. One enample was
the rediscovery of Romer's
Tree Frog. a uny creature
faverage length 1.5 cen-
umetres) which is Hong
Kong's smallest amphibean

“lohn Romer discovered
the specics on Lamma Island
in 1952, but from 1953 on-
wards there was nd recorded
observanon of a specimen
He thercfore urged me 1o
keep looking for . The trou-
hie was that the remote case
where he'd found his APeci-
mens had collapsed and ane
had to explore elsewhere. i
was rather like Igoking for a
meedbe 1noa havitack,

“stephen and [ spent
many evemings on the sland
searching (or signs of the
frag. which s stnctly noclur-
nal

“Then, ane night last
May, jusl as we were about 1o

® Joho Romer in the Zookogh
Whh him {ceatre) is Dr Ken
close associste and friend of III‘:_.__.SE‘_‘“ rtl_‘_l

give up because the last ferry
from Sok Kwu Wan back 1o
Central was due 1o leave very
soon, we heard a thin high-
piiched sound near some
caves. We decsded that the
sound could not have come
from a cricket and that it was
worth persevering for a few
MinuiCS mare.

“And then, with the aid of
our (orches, we saw il — &
minute almost  insect-like
creature making arct in the
anr a3 01 keaped around, That
was the firil one;, we soon
spotted others. We just made
it 1o the ferry.”

ke

sininiparible disoes .
enes resulled from the thou-
sands of hours of ficldwork,
obscrvation, nole-making
and writing that the project
demanded from the three au-
thars.

“MNo new species came 1o
light.” says Father Bogadek,
“But the book does include
recordings of scveral specics
not previously known 1o be
present n the eeritory, This
sort of facl-gathering does
serve 1o reduce the vast area
of ignomance, and has scien-
ufic and educational value™

Another intended func-
uen of the book is 1o Familia-
nse general readers wiath the
ways of reptiles and amphib-
ang, and thui 1o combat the
iralional revulnon that so
many peaple feel about them,

“Apart from their beau-
1y.” Father Bogadek points
oul, “many spececs play a
wselul rode 'n Our environs
menl — &% caters of rals or
mosguilocs., fur inslance. We
hope that the book will ens
courage poople 10 respect
these animals and  help 1o
conserve them ™

The book will nclude
HIME  COMMON-Ense advice
on how o avoud alarming —
and thus possibly angering —
asnake, and on how 1o treat a
venomaous bite il one i3 un-
lucky enough 10 be bitten,

“Bun there’s little real dan-

Mol

| Gardens, a picture taken shortl

N

Clty Mews, April T95s

oty .

Bef 0 long as one behaves
sensibly,” says Father Boga-
dek. “We should all remem-
ber that snakes are mot basi-
cally aggressive i(owards
humans. Their instinet s o
keep oul of our way "
.

For Father Bogadek, the
publication of “Hong Kong
Amphibians and Repriles™
will be the culmination af 10
years of herpetological
— as student and teac
collectar and recorder

Another 1en years of his
life were devaled 1o thenlogs-
cal taining He began his
navitiate.in Naly in the late
Forties and was ordamed
inia the pricsthood in 1958
The Salesian Order which he
then joined was founded |24
years ago by Don Hosoo.
dedicated to caring for chal-
dren i difficulties; it is now
essentially a teaching order.

There was also another
decade of in-service traiming
as a teacher. combined with
scientific studies. In 1968 he
graduated from Dublin
University with a firstclass
honours degree in biology.
and was offered the chance 1o
follow a docioral degree
course in bio-chemisiry,

Il Anthony Bogadek had
w@ud yes to this option, it is
extremely unlikely that he
would ever have met Ra~ -~
In the event he decide
he was needed a5 @ fei
back in 5t Louis School, and
there he returned

The loss 10 biochemustry
has turmed cut to be a gain
for herpetology. 1t has also
been a gain for Hong Kong.
i the judgment of all wha
are interesied in the natural
history of the termitory. Final-
Iy, John Homerone fecls
wiruld 1ake keen delight i a
publication that will honouwr
his memaory, keep his name
alive and encourage others 1o
I'ul,l’mlht tough, winding yet
e ing irmil that lures col-
lectors onwards and upwards

¥ before be left Hong |c_

Irban Cosncil’s Honorary Zoological Curator, &



