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A.C.T. HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

18 lr,larch 1986

ACT Herpetofaunal data collection
fn 1985 the ACT l'lerpetological Association set up a standardised

system for recording field observations of reptiles and amphibians
in the A.C.T. This involved filling in either a habitat or species
orientated data sheet each time observations were collected. Examples

of these forms are enclosed with this newsletter for arlyone who

has not received them. At least some members of the HA have filled
in a number of the forms so it would be a good idea to appraise
their usefulness as soon as possible. If you have completed forms
and would like to submit them to the HA could you bring them to
the next meeting or nost them to Klar=ls Henlr. or. lui1l C:bl:"y:e

e*,- +.he Derlsf'+-nent cf Zoo1ory, Au,stral-ran Irlational- University.
P.O. Box 4, Canberra, ACT 2601.

Jervis Bay Survey
During the surrutrer the HA in conjunction with the ACT Parks

and Conservation Servi-ce commenced a survey of the herpetofauna
of the Jervis Bay area. The survey was given a high priority
because of the lack of information on the herps of the JB area

and because of the recent proposed changes i-n land use (see enclosed

newspaper cutting). Three suecessful trips were made to JB to
survey frogs and to establish pit trap-drift fence systems. However

a fourth tri-p was attended by one lonesome member only (MB)l lArhilst

initial enthusiasm was shown for the survey it is disappointing
that so few people could rnake it down for a weekend. Some of us

from the Zoologr Department are planning to carry out some opport-
unistic searching of different habitats at Jervis Bay in Apri1.
REB is also taking 2nd year students on a collecting trip ao

hopefulJ,y further observations will be made before the weather cooIs.



Meetings and talks
It is ProPased to continue

Department of Zoologr. We need

by different PeoPle for these
give a talk on some asPect of
YfO or KH on 49426a Or 494074-

The next meeting of the ACT Herpetological Assocj-ation will
be held at the Department of Zoolory downstaire on lvdedftJft$ gU of

Apri1. The business meeting wiII start at 8pm sharp and the

general neeting and talk will start at 8'JOpm'

with monthlY meetings at the

to arrange for suitable talks
meetings. If You would like to
herpetologr could you please contact
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ai-changing fice of Jervis BaYThe ev(

U
f ERY lS BAY is in lhe unfonunatc

cI r*".r"Xff 'ii*ll"'# ""
murivc indu*rial pon, armamcnt loading
rnd rtorage facilities. Thcsc proposals are
sluping up to be a most significant cnviron-
mental issuc.

Jcnis Bay is in many ways tle most
ouuunding bay on lhc Australian coasr,
tith a rcmarkablc vaocty of landfor:'n:,
ycgctation communitics and fauna

Shoalhaven Shirc rs a pnncipal rctirc-
m€nt tounst ard holiday eatrc. bringing
with it dcvclopmcol aod prosp.rity. Pcoplc
arE sttEatcd to t-his:uperb natml cnviron-
mcnt and vill nor conr to livc hcc yitlr
a hrgc industrial pon O drc soorh and
ann r..al loding po{t 8nd rlonSr hcililics
ro drc 6orti. Eavironmcnul detra&tion
eod pollution are incvitablc conscquances.

At prcse!! &€ darity of retcr in Jcrvir
Bey isconrpnHc with that ofthc Brrricr
Rccf. Ttr rcr 3rrsscs (Strepsccq
Poddonir) rAich rcly oa thc clcar watcr, rrr' hcalt}i.:s.!d moct crtcnivc in Aur,

l Tksc ragressarcesarc viul lisb
\r;cry hrtiuc aod thcirdisnrption *ouH

rdvcrscly r$cct ommcrcial lishing Therc
are somc 2ffi spccies offish in Jcrvis Aly,
somc ofwhich are rarc and cndangcred'-
forcrzmplc tlrc L,eafy Sca Dragon rhown
ort lhc currmt 3J csnt sramp. Pollution
from an industrial port clmplcx cannot
possibly bc avoided, as has provcd to bc thc
casc in Bouny Bay whcrc the rcr 3rasscs
tuvc bccn rvsrely dcgndod" Conl com.
munities cxisr in colourful profudon' around tie dccp hcadlards et thc cotraocc

' ofJcrvisBav-

... Somc 60'pcl ccnt of rhc nonh-wcst half
ofJcrvis Bay's shorclinc has bccn dcvclopcd
bulo dcvclopmcnt has takcn placc on the
nonh-cast sidc. Thc Bcccrofl Pcninsula in
Bnicuhr i5 priitinc. rpan from four-whecl-

- driyc traclr Thc undcvclopcd land all
round thc bey ir so supcrb thar propsels
rre in hand to crcat! . rrrl6 of utionst
parts and nature rcrcrvcr to otablish
runnc tglcrvci

Thc chenga in togqnphy rroud ttc
bay are meay aod veriour, Ouui& ttc bey,. rhc rmprcssivc diffs rrt thc highcsr in NSiV
(up ro I 35 mctrtt). lnddc rhc bay, crmidly
rt tlrc notthcrn cnd, thc opo3nphy ir bw
rnd rr:!lpy.

Thc vcgclrtion around thc bay is as
varicd as thc topography. Vcgcution bc-
hind thc sandy bcachcs imludcs fine ex-
amplcs of rainforcsl, sclcrophyll forcsts,
woodlands, hcath, wctlands, swamp com-
muniticl mangroves, and rich coastal
rnrb.

U nlonunatcly this ro,sy picture is in
jcopardy. Al the north cndofthc bay, a
proposcd onc-kilomcuc kcakwater extcnd-
iq cast*ardr from Grecn Point onc ofthc
most bcrutiful pans ofthc Bcccroft Pcnin-
suh Thc brcalwatcr is !o providc protcc-
tion for thc cxtensivc armamenls loading
facilitics. A subcuntial rud systcm would
cxtcnd through uniquc rctlands and man-
grbvc communitics bchirud Hare Bay and
wcstwards to proposcd stcrt and factory
estabiishmcns rn the Currumbcnc Slatc
Forcst, midway bctweco Nowra and
liusiinson-

Aras ofproposcti marinc rescrves, in-
cludin3 thc most crlcnsiv?s.atrass bcds on
ttr castcoast, would bc*riticrd. Thc
brcet$zlcr would hsvc r grofound c{Ico on
send movcmcnt in Harc 8ay. Thc diffrac-
tion essociatcd wift thchEelwatcr would
produce rn cartcrly liltotalcurtent and
longshorc drift ofsand in Harc Bay bchind
tlrc-brcelyatcr, overrvhdmiq thc sca grass
bcdr. To rupply thc lonrshorc drift ofrand
thc oatunl duoc ryscm roold bc
dcslebili!.d.

At tbc touth cod ofttcbey, e port is
covisagcd occuplry virtelly thc entirc
loulhern bay coastlioc &oo HMAS Caswcll
o Murnys Bcac[ ncarBorcn Island. Thc
fint phasc includcs a dc.g*3ter broakwitcr
ertcndin3 more than onctitometrc wesl of
Murrayr Bcach and bacld by en industrial
pon bchi nd thc brcat*ercr rt thc cost of
rcmc billion dollarr,

Dcfcncc of Aurtnlh iriorportrnt rnd
.ruioblc locrtlonr for dc&ace inrullationr
inufl be fouDd. But daf6aeg iart-thti6n3
mult nol r.crificc thc eoviooumcntel quali-
ty ofJcrvir Bey end vi& ir thc livclihood
ofthc pcoolc.

Timc ii shon forc{fcdiyc oppoiirion ro
thcsc proposals, whic[ hrw not bccn rde.
quatcly prcscntcd to thc/kstrdian pcople
for dirussion.

t Mr A. J. Bonham b Seak* Lrtura in
Ctuil Engineaing dt the $Eirrrsity oINSw
vith cxpcai* in caaalaqineedng and the
e'nvircnmenl.

' Mr l. L Fitzsaatd is a*tdent otpsy
chology and thc cnvironntqt and has fuen
iatollrd in matclt on i*s ctacaning the
Narioml Pa*t ond l{iil&c *tricc of NSw
a o racarch ossistant.

ALAN BONHAM and
IAN FITZCEMLD.
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l)escription

a.

OESCRIP/TIfi OT S{,,IRSI{B-{[ FOR EACI{ ISEITAT OffilINED

\- Gentte i i Vallet | !

Plain I i LarEplain i i

}SEITAT OESCflIPTIS{:

f,ain{orest i i pineFaresl I I

Tall 0pen Uet Tea Tree Smub I i

SclorophyllForeEt i i Heath i i

. (nelres aboue sea)

ASPECT:

ALTITUOT

Open Ory

Sclerophyll Forest i i

Uoodland i :

Riverine Uosdland i i

Evidrnce of a gurn (carrrnt)

6S{ERAL OESCRIPIIO{:

0th* (speci{r) .

Sub*Lp ine

tloodl and I i

Hrtiue tussorft

Sp$agnut Bogs

Suanrp s

Laltr

Pon#0an

River
Creelt

Suburbangrassl and

Prsture

Itlt
ttIt

\,

Coument:
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!.rit!itii
(Spec ies No. )

Cmrents

tttr,,;;iiii
(Spec ies No. )

Csrren t s

ltttiii;iiii
(Species No. )

Csmen ts

iSpec i es No, )

(Species llo, )

[srients

V

Csrrents

iSperies tio, 't

Csnfien ts

(Spec ies No. )

C[rrren ts

\.f

(Spec ies No, )

Cffirents

(Species No. )

llllrrttrtttrttl

Cmrents .,j

llllrrttIlttrtti
(Species No. )

Crrrents

(Spec ies No. )

Ccrmrnts


