
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Narrow-headed whipsnake (Demansia 
angusticeps). Image: Brian La Rance, 

reproduced from Instagram @delma_dude. 
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The next ACTHA bi-monthly meeting is 
Tuesday 20 August from 6:00pm – page 2 

Snakes Alive planning meeting *all members*   

Meet Canberra Reptile Zoo’s incredibly special 
Oenpelli python, Kids Club catch up, and guest 
speaker Dalton Leibold from the ANU.  

 

 
Happy days 

20 August – ACTHA meeting  

14 August – World Lizard Day 

 

   
   

 

Stay connected 

Send your contributions and ideas for 

future newsletters 

ACTHA Inc. News 

Newsletter of the ACT 

Herpetological Association Inc 

July-August 2024 

www.ACTHA.org.au 

PO Box 440 Jamison ACT 2614 

E-mail: info@actha.org.au 

Instagram: @actha.org.au 

mailto:info@actha.org.au
http://www.actha.org.au/
mailto:info@actha.org.au
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NOTICE OF UPCOMING MEETING 

 

ACTHA members meeting  

Tuesday 20 August 2024, from 6:00pm 

Join us for the next ACTHA bi-monthly meeting. Members are needed for an important 
planning meeting for Snakes Alive 2025. Plus meet an Oenpelli python and hear about 
energetics and physiology of garden skinks from ANU PhD candidate Dalton Leibold. 

Join us at the Canberra Reptile Zoo, Nicholls, for this month's meeting. 

6:00pm Snakes Alive 2025 Planning meeting Committee members to attend and all 
members are encouraged to take part. 

We need as many members as possible to become involved in Snakes 
Alive to ensure ACTHA’s main event is able to continue! 

6:30pm Meet the Canberra Reptile Zoo’s new Oenpelli python!  
Includes Kids Club catch-up led by Lainey (ACTHA’s teen Youth Representative)  

7:00pm Guest speaker presentation  
Dalton Leibold, PhD Candidate, Noble Group The Australian National University 

Oenpelli treat! 

Considered one of the rarest snakes in the world, the Oenpelli python has a limited home 
range in western Arnhem Land and is vulnerable to wide-scale problems affecting the 
region. There are very few places in Australia where the public can view this species, but 
there will be an opportunity at our August meeting for us to take a look as the zoo has 
acquired one. So please join us for our meeting and see this rare python. Read more: 
https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/206459/oenpelli-python.pdf. 

Guest speaker presentation 

Description from guest speaker Dalton Leibold: The presentation will provide energetics 
and physiology perspective of the delicate skink (Lampropholis delicata) and the 
common garden skink (Lampropholis guichenoti) – how early life stressors affect body 
size, metabolism, and lifespan of skinks. As part of my talk, I’ll introduce some of the 
theory on “stress” and how this affects metabolic processes – which are involved in 
numerous activities related to survival and reproduction. I’ll then talk about the role of 
mothers in programming their offspring, and whether this can act to protect or harm 
offspring in the face of poor environments. Then, I’ll show some of the data on the effects 
of developmental stress on survival, growth, metabolism, and cellular function during 
the first couple months of life.  

   

https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/206459/oenpelli-python.pdf
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LOCAL NEWS 
Kangaroo Management in Canberra's Reserves 

by Margaret Ning 

Recently an ACTHA member sent me this ‘Canberra’s Shame’ advertisement, letting me 
know that there had been other similar advertisements in Canberra’s media recently. I 
decided to approach another ACTHA member who is a retired Government ecologist who 
has researched kangaroo grazing and population dynamics, and I asked him for a 
science-based response to all the emotion. 

 

This is a full-page advert in City News authorised by Robyn Soxsmith. Page 9, 13 June 2024. 
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Don Fletcher’s Response 

Several published papers based on local research show that local reptiles benefit from 
grasslands that are only lightly grazed. This includes reptile species whose plight has 
been recognised at law, by declaration that they are threatened species.  Some of these 
papers, including ones by ACTHA members, are listed on the web at 
environment.act.gov.au.   

This scientific evidence supports kangaroo population reduction to provide best 
conditions for the persistence of local reptile populations.  Current practice in Canberra 
reserves that contain either of the threatened ecological communities (Lowland Natural 
Temperate Grassland, or Yellow-Box Red-Gum Woodland) is to reduce the abundance 
of Eastern Grey Kangaroo populations to an average density in grassland of about 100 
kangaroos km-2. 

However there are religious or philosophical world views that animals should not be 
interfered with directly by people. In Australia we have the Sydney-based 
‘Compassionate Conservation’ movement, which would rather see non-sentient 
species become extinct than for an individual of a sentient species to be killed.   

There is no good definition of sentient species, but all users of the term agree that the 
entirety of biological life is non-sentient, except humans and a small number of large 
mammals, including kangaroos. Thus the scientific evidence mentioned above, about 
reptiles, is irrelevant to them, because no reptiles are deemed by them to be sentient 
species.   

Save Canberra Kangaroos have not articulated their philosophical position in the same 
way as have the believers in Compassionate Conservation, but judging from my personal 
communication with several members, their position appears to be effectively the same 
as that of Compassionate Conservation, which itself is similar to that of most Animal 
Liberation groups.  

The vast majority of people choose science, in a case such as this.  But religious or 
philosophical world-views take priority for other people.  Therefore, most likely, there will 
always be controversy over wildlife management such as the local controversies over 
feral horses and kangaroos.   

Even if non-lethal means such as fertility control were available to control wildlife 
populations, that would not eliminate this type of controversy, because Animal 
Liberation opposes the use of fertility control.  Like culling, fertility control infringes the 
rights of the animals, in their world view. 

It is a matter for individual choice.  
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Issue of City News, 13 June 2024 

Some notes on sentience, from our veterinary member contributor  

"Sentience is the ability to experience feelings and sensations ... an important 
concept in ethics ... the ability to experience happiness or suffering" (Wikipedia). 

Sentience is defined in law, at least from a veterinary perspective, internationally. 

It's always challenging of course where the species boundary between sentience and 
non-sentience is, and over time it has changed. 

At one time it was believed only humans had sentience, but now we believe it's many 
more species! Most people would not now kick a dog, assuming that a dog has sentience. 
However, most people would happily swat a mosquito and think nothing of it, believing a 
mozzie does not have sentience. 

The question arises at what species do you draw the line, because if it has sentience and 
is conscious (i.e can feel pain) and you hurt it wilfully, it becomes a welfare issue in law. 
(If it's already dead, there is no welfare issue.) 

So to come back to the question of where do you draw the line between sentience and 
non-sentience? 

The answer is, at present internationally agreed, at octopuses (the class Cephalopoda 
including squids, cuttlefish, and nautiloids). Octopuses can learn, measure a gap with 
their tentacles before attempting to go through it, and unscrew the top of a jar to get food 
inside amongst other skills. So we consider they have sentience, and reptiles definitely 
are considered to have sentience. At present, we believe more "primitive" animals than 
octopus do not have sentience ... but watch this space! 
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PRESENTATION RECAP 

 

ACTHA main meeting - Tuesday 18 June, 2024 
Our special guest speaker was Scott Eipper, herpetological consultant, author and 

wildlife photographer. 

 

by Margaret Ning 

Kids’ Corner was on again, and the four participants were shown around the zoo by 
Lainey. 

Snakes of Australia, a Winter Whirl with Scott Eipper 

In the lead up to our last meeting, I learned from the internet that Scott Eipper is a 
herpetological consultant, author and wildlife photographer, who works with his wife 
Tyese, in their business Nature 4 You. As part of his role Scott conducts wildlife surveys, 
emergency removals and educational displays. He has worked with venomous snakes 
for most of his life, and has authored eight books and numerous articles on Australian 
herpetofauna. (Please see the link at the end of this write up to read more of his 
achievements.) 

Many ACTHA members knew of Scott, and we had 25 members in the audience who 
knew that something special was in store. In the course of the evening, books were 
bought, and autographs were signed!  
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Scott attributes his output of such an impressive number of books to the explosive 
increase in the number of Australian snake species over the last few decades. In 1975, 
139 species of snake were accepted as distinct by the scientific community and by 2024 
there were 227 species, ie 88 new species in 49 years!  

Scott delivered an amazing presentation of 173 images. It was an abridged version of a 
larger presentation from which he had deleted over 100 slides from the original 1.5Gb! 
He still finished in an hour, so the kids in the audience didn’t have too late a night.  

Scott used a different way to arrange his images compared to the more normal 
presentation of elapids, colubrids, pythons, blind snakes, etc. Rather, he chose to give 
us a trip around Australia looking at snakes within their habitats - definitely a different 
approach.  

He began with the Wallum Swamps that are an Australian ecosystem of coastal south-
east Queensland, extending into north-eastern New South Wales. They contain stable 
water with frogs! Subsequent habitats included Gibber Desert, Sand-ridge desert, Black 
Soil Plains, wetlands, Southeast Qld (where he sighted a ‘blue’ snake in his neighbour’s 
letterbox), the Southern Highlands only 150kms from Canberra, NSW mallee, and the 
Brigalow Belt 200kms west of SE Qld. He also mentioned herping experiences in the Mt 
Isa area and Lawn Hill National Park. 

Scott’s myriad images and the stories behind taking them, were also accompanied by 
some of his lifetime of anecdotes. 

• A classic was an image taken on the morning of his wedding, where, in spite of 
having a minder to keep him out of trouble, he managed to stray from his leash 
considerably, and get more snake images!  

• Another was the never-to-be-repeated night in a sand-ridge desert when he saw 
18 desert death adders. 

• Some of Scott’s commentary brought his images even more to life, especially 
when he described the classic actions of a dragon near Coober Pedy lifting its limbs 
because of the extreme heat. 

• Desert dramas - a ‘twofer’, ie a Papuan death adder with a gecko in the one image. 

• Scott is one of those herpetologists who has never photographed a wild inland 
taipan despite trying many times. 

• Another time near a Lake in Perth, he sighted a beautiful tiger snake, and went on 
to sight a further 29 tiger snakes under an hour - all within cooee of nearby kids 
playgrounds in a suburban park. 

• He’s travelled to Bali to seek out wolf snakes, which are actually native there. 
(They are feral on Christmas Island.) 

Scott imparted safety hints too. 

• One time Scott didn’t drink water while herping in extreme conditions, and cutting 
a long story short, five days later he had lost 30cm of his bowel. So stay hydrated! 
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• At Springbrook, close to home, Scott was bitten on the finger by a large swamp 
snake, and from that bite, things progressed to a small rash that eventually spread all 
over his torso, running eyes, blocked ears, and he was having difficulty breathing. 
Fortunately, only 45 minutes later his symptoms began to ease and he started to come 
out of the anaphylactic shock. The moral of the story was that, even if a snake is only 
mildly venomous, you don’t know how that venom is going to affect you! 

Scott took the opportunity to impart messages, information and advice too. 

• He was keen to say that ‘flipping rocks’ is a very destructive form of herping. He 
suggests that it is better to go out at the right time of the day/night, ie when snakes re 
doing their thing. 

• We learned that woma and black headed pythons do have heat pits, but in a 
different place.       

• He has an olive python at home that is 40 years old. 

• Blind snakes fluoresce at night under an UV light. 

• Photo hints - including he takes his own tank so he can photo aquatic animals.   

• Scott does rehabilitation work, ie he has a rehab permit, and he related a story of 
finding a recently dead gravid blind snake, from which he extracted the eggs and 39 days 
later 11/11 successfully hatched. 

• And very importantly, Scott wasn’t enamoured at being in Canberra in the middle 
of winter! 

Scott’s list of credits was rather large, as he thanked museums, zoos, photographers, 
and Parks and Wildlife Officers, family and friends. It takes a lot of associates to do what 
he does. 

Q&A 

Q. Why are some snakes luminous? 

A. Not known, but possibly a UV marker? 

Q. Tell us about the two scrub python species in Australia 

A. Up until 2000 it was considered there was only one species here, but the Papuan 
scrubby was already here then. 

https://www.wildlifedemonstrations.com/ 

Thanks to Scott for his special appearance!  
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OUT AND ABOUT 

An Experience - a Birthday Party at the Canberra 

Reptile Zoo 

by Margaret Ning 

My four year old grandson was recently invited to attend his friend’s birthday party at the 
Canberra Reptile Zoo. I laughed when my daughter-in-law told me she was assured by 
the birthday boy’s mother that I, as the accompanying ‘parent’, would enjoy the show, 
presumably assuming that an older person may be spooked by reptiles? 

 

Photo by Margaret Ning 

The party began in the zoo’s small auditorium, where Peter Child and the birthday boy 
were out the front, and the other kids sat on the floor in a horseshoe around them, with 
parents seated on chairs behind. One by one, Peter introduced a series of reptiles to the 
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kids, beginning with two bluetongue species. Subsequently, a shingleback, a croc, a 
couple of turtles, and a water python all delighted the excited kids. 

Parents took pics of the birthday boy and the other kids, especially when the water 
python was introduced, and then it was passed around the rest of the children, followed 
by a baby croc. 

 

Photo by Margaret Ning 

The kids (and parents) laughed at Peter’s jokes and banter. His excellent crowd control 
techniques were on display and very impressive, with warnings for the kids to be calm 
and still where necessary. Very authoritative! Peter imparted good messages to the kids, 
like a warning about the venomous snakes in our area. They used the sanitiser during the 
display too. 

Following the animal display, the kids moved into the stables where the birthday parents 
had laid out a great spread for them. Something to eat in the stables, and then outside 
again to play on the equipment or a dinosaur, and then back inside again for more fruit 
box, nuggets, crisps, etc! 
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Photo by Margaret Ning 

And outside again to the sand pit, and luring the kids back inside looked like it could be a 
challenge. But then it was Happy Birthday time and cutting up the Turtle cake and a bit 
more eating. 

 

Photo by Margaret Ning 

Parents can avail themselves of the coffee and other beverages available at the zoo if 
they take a break from the entertainment. The two hour event passed quickly. 

And my grandson says he would like his birthday party to be held at the zoo too! 
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IN THE NEWS 

Magnificent tree frog … but blue? 

An axanthic magnificent tree frog (Litoria splendida) has been found in a wildlife 
sanctuary in Western Australia.  More on the Australian Geographic website: 
www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/science-environment/2024/07/mutant-
blue-frog-excites-ecologists/.  

 

Photo by: Jake Barker/AWC, reproduced here from Australian Geographic website. 

Dusky sea snake at risk in Kimberley coral reefs  

There are calls for greater protection of the dusky sea snake (Aipysurus fuscus) and its 
habitat currently marked for a gas drilling project. More information on the ABC News 
website: https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2024-06-28/sea-snakes-scott-reef-
woodside-browse-project/103703674 

Bulk release of southern corroborree frog eggs 

More than 3,000 southern corroborree frog (Pseudophryne corroboree) eggs have been 
released in Kosciuszko National Park in a milestone bulk release. More information at 
the ABC News website: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-06-16/bulk-egg-release-
southern-corroboree-frog-kosciuszko/103974198.  

http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/science-environment/2024/07/mutant-blue-frog-excites-ecologists/
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/science-environment/2024/07/mutant-blue-frog-excites-ecologists/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2024-06-28/sea-snakes-scott-reef-woodside-browse-project/103703674
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2024-06-28/sea-snakes-scott-reef-woodside-browse-project/103703674
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-06-16/bulk-egg-release-southern-corroboree-frog-kosciuszko/103974198
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-06-16/bulk-egg-release-southern-corroboree-frog-kosciuszko/103974198
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Tiny ‘hide and seek champions’ 

A group of pygmy blue-tongue lizards (Tiliqua adelaidensis), which only grow to about 25 
cm long, have been translocated in a bid to save their numbers. They are being monitored 
by a team from Flinders University. More information at the ABC News website: 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2024-07-07/pygmy-blue-tongue-lizards-
translocation-extinction/103972344.  

 

Pigmy blue tongue skink. Photo by Jacinta Bowler, reproduced here from ABC News website. 

Update on the Victorian grassland earless dragon 

A report by Zoos Victoria provides an update since the re-discovery of the Victorian 
grassland earless dragon (Tympanocryptis pinguicolla). A conservation breeding 
program was established at Melbourne Zoo and the first breeding season delivered over 
55 eggs.  If success continues, it is anticipated that with a population of 500 individuals, 
they will be able to dependably release 100 dragons back to the wild each year! More 
information in the report: https://grassyplains.net.au/wp-content/uploads/Victorian-
Grassland-Earless-Dragon_Conservation-Action-Plan_Zoos-Vic-2024.pdf.  

New pterosaur species discovered 

Fossils uncovered in Queensland have led to the identification of a new species of 
pterosaur (Haliskia peterseni). It lived about 100 million years ago and had a wingspan of 
4.6 metres. More information on the ABC News website: 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-06-13/new-species-pterosaur-fossil-find-
kronosaurus-korner-queensland/103967028.   

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2024-07-07/pygmy-blue-tongue-lizards-translocation-extinction/103972344
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2024-07-07/pygmy-blue-tongue-lizards-translocation-extinction/103972344
https://grassyplains.net.au/wp-content/uploads/Victorian-Grassland-Earless-Dragon_Conservation-Action-Plan_Zoos-Vic-2024.pdf
https://grassyplains.net.au/wp-content/uploads/Victorian-Grassland-Earless-Dragon_Conservation-Action-Plan_Zoos-Vic-2024.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-06-13/new-species-pterosaur-fossil-find-kronosaurus-korner-queensland/103967028
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-06-13/new-species-pterosaur-fossil-find-kronosaurus-korner-queensland/103967028
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PET CORNER 

Learn about some of the amazing animals from our ACTHA keepers.  

This newsletter in pet corner meet Boris :)  

Story and photos by Stefanie Flowers 
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Name: Boris 

Favourite food: XL rats 

Species: Diamond python (Morelia spilota spilota) 

Diamonds are an excellent species for beginners, as they usually have a docile 
personality. They are cool weather reptiles that are tolerant of sitting on the snow to sun 
themselves. Because of this tolerance of cold, their husbandry is somewhat different to 
other species. They can be quite brightly coloured because the black sets off the yellow 
and cream patterning.  

Boris is 8 years old, measures about 180cm long, and enjoys showing off his length by 
stretching the entire height of his enclosure. When he isn't stretching up tall or in his hide, 
he is on a shelf in the middle of his enclosure, in "ambush mode" (as shown in one of the 
attached photos). He can stay in ambush mode, completely still, for hours at a time, 
waiting for the ideal prey to come along. 

 

Boris the diamond python (Morelia Spilota Spilota). Photo by Stefanie Flowers. 

Thank you Stefanie for introducing us to Boris! 
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Every newsletter we are hoping to have an awesome reptile pet to show off. Make sure to 
send yours in for it to appear in the newsletter. We would also like a short story to learn 
about the reptile. 

Please include: 

-A photo of the reptile  

-The reptile’s name  

-The reptile's favourite food  

-What species it is  

-Why you want to see them in pet corner  

-A story about the reptile  

Submit your special pet profiles and photos for future newsletters! 
Include your pet’s name, species, and special care information along 
with a story about their character – it might be their favourite foods, 
activities or habits. Anything that makes them so special!  

 

NOTICES 

Annual membership fees 

2024-25 membership fees are overdue. If 
you have not renewed your membership 
and wish to remain a member contact 
info@actha.org.au now to be reinstated. 

Snakes Alive 2025 planning group 

Remember to express your interest in 
joining the Snakes Alive 2025 Planning 
Group by emailing info@actha.org.au and 
come and join the planning meeting on 
Tuesday 20 August at 6:00pm. You would 
be extremely valuable. We need as many 
members as possible to be involved to 
ensure Snakes Alive continues each year! 

 

Pink-tailed worm lizard survey 

Register to take part in the pink-tailed 
worm lizard field survey on Saturday 14 
September by emailing info@actha.org.au. 
A great activity for a spring day! 

Do you like the newsletter? 

Feedback always helps improve it. Please 
tell us what content you would like to see. 
And remember to send in your 
contributions! 

 

 
 

mailto:info@actha.org.au
mailto:info@actha.org.au
mailto:info@actha.org.au
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Boris the diamond python (Morelia Spilota Spilota). Photo by Stefanie Flowers. 
 

UNTIL NEXT TIME! 

Make the most of the last couple of weeks of winter. We will get to 
see our beautiful reptile friends out and about again soon!  

 


